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Dear Supporters, 

As the Christmas season approaches, I hope this 
festive edition of Family Matters brings you warmth 
and a reminder of the positive impact you help 
create for children and families worldwide. This time 
of year can be particularly challenging for many 
and in this issue, we share stories that show the 
resilience and hope your support makes possible. 

Each story within these pages reminds us of the 
courage of children like Sathyabrindha in India who, 
with her grandmother’s loving care and support from SOS Children’s Villages, has 
been able to overcome early hardship. Through our Kinship Care Programme, her 
�J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U���6�D�U�R�M�D���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���U�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���R�I���V�R�P�H���®�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���E�X�U�G�H�Q�V�����D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���K�H�U���W�R��
focus on creating a nurturing home for her granddaughter, who dreams of one day 
becoming a doctor. 

�$���V�H�F�X�U�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���W�K�H���®�U�V�W���V�W�H�S���R�Q���W�K�H���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���W�R�Z�D�U�G���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V��
issue discusses how SOS Children’s Villages has created safe spaces, like Knus 
�L�Q���%�H�O�J�L�X�P�����I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���°�H�G���W�K�H���Z�D�U���L�Q���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�����:�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���Z�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J��
spaces, children are free to express themselves and reclaim a piece of their childhood 
through play, friendship and creative activities. 

In regions like Lebanon and the Horn of Africa, our teams continue to provide 
�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�P�L�G���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W���D�Q�G���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�U�L�V�H�V�����H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���K�D�Y�H���D�F�F�H�V�V��
to safe spaces, nutrition, education, and healthcare. Meanwhile, in places like Gaza, 
young people such as Ammar persevere with remarkable determination, excelling in 
their studies despite the disruptions of war and displacement. 

Your continued support makes all of this possible.  As we approach a new year, please 
�N�Q�R�Z���K�R�Z���G�H�H�S�O�\���\�R�X�U���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���I�H�O�W���E�\���H�D�F�K���F�K�L�O�G���D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�O�\���Z�K�R���®�Q�G�V���K�R�S�H��
and stability through SOS Children’s Villages. Together, we are not only addressing 
immediate needs but building lasting foundations for brighter futures. 

�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���F�R�P�S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����,���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���L�V�V�X�H���®�O�O�V��
you with hope and inspiration.

�:�D�U�P���Z�L�V�K�H�V������

�$�O�L�V�R�Q���:�D�O�O�D�F�H��
�&�(�2�����6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���8�.��

Sathyabrindha, now aged 13, sadly lost both of her parents at a young age, her mother to jaundice and 
her father in a car accident. She now lives with her grandmother, Saroja, in southern India.  

�6�D�U�R�M�D���G�R�H�V���K�H�U���E�H�V�W���W�R���F�D�U�H���I�R�U���K�H�U���J�U�D�Q�G�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����E�X�W���W�K�H�\���E�R�W�K���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q���G�L�±�F�X�O�W���D�Q�G���V�K�H��
was working multiple jobs to support them. Thankfully, with support from SOS Children’s Villages, their 
�O�L�Y�H�V���K�D�Y�H���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G�����7�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���.�L�Q�V�K�L�S���&�D�U�H���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�����W�K�H�\���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���®�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W����
easing their struggles.                                                                                                                                                                           

�p�%�H�I�R�U�H�����,���F�O�H�D�Q�H�G���I�R�X�U���K�R�X�V�H�V���D�Q�G���V�X�¬�H�U�H�G���D���O�R�W�����1�R�Z�����,���F�O�H�D�Q���M�X�V�W���R�Q�H���q���6�D�U�R�M�D���V�K�D�U�H�V�����p�7�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���K�H�O�S�V��
�Z�L�W�K���6�D�W�K�\�D�E�U�L�Q�G�K�D�o�V���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���q��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�6�D�W�K�\�D�E�U�L�Q�G�K�D�����D���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�����G�U�H�D�P�V���R�I���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���D���G�R�F�W�R�U�����p�,���O�R�Y�H���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���q���V�K�H���V�D�\�V�����p�,���I�H�H�O��
�K�D�S�S�L�H�U���Q�R�Z�����D�Q�G���Z�H���V�S�H�Q�G���W�L�P�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���q������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�6�D�U�R�M�D���K�D�V���D�O�V�R���E�H�Q�H�®�W�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�����O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���W�R���E�H�W�W�H�U���F�D�U�H��
for her granddaughter.  

Their bond has strengthened and Sathyabrindha and Saroja now both look forward to a brighter future 
together.

We’ve changed the names of all children and some featured adults in this magazine to protect their 
identities.

Front cover image: A mother and her children stand outside their home in Ethiopia. © Christine Stolz

Above image: A grandmother and her granddaughter hugging outside of their house, India. © Maisie Marshall
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Did you know? 

Kinship care is when a 
child’s extended family 
steps in to care for them. 
With our support, this 
often means children can 
transition from an 
SOS Children’s Village 
back to living with their 
own family.    
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Safe spaces and brighter futures

Knus: A child-friendly space for 
refugee children in Belgium 

Safe spaces are crucial for children and their families to recover from trauma and rebuild their 
�O�L�Y�H�V�����7�R�G�D�\�����J�O�R�E�D�O���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���H�[�W�U�H�P�H���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W�����D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H��
created a heartbreaking reality: one in ten children are separated from their families or forced to 
live in unsafe environments. This staggering statistic highlights the urgent need for dedicated safe 
havens. 

More than mere shelters, these child-friendly spaces provide secure environments where children 
can access essential services, including nutritious food, quality education, healthcare, and 
emotional support. They create a place for children to play and reclaim some of the childhood that 
has been stolen from them. 

�,�Q���D�U�H�D�V���O�L�N�H���/�X�N�D�Y�L�F�D�����%�R�V�Q�L�D���D�Q�G���+�H�U�]�H�J�R�Y�L�Q�D�����Z�K�H�U�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���I�D�F�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�®�F�D�Q�W���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V����
�F�K�L�O�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���V�S�D�F�H�V���R�¬�H�U���Y�L�W�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\�����,�Q���W�K�H�V�H���D�U�H�D�V�����6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V��
has been running a trauma recovery programme for over ten years, establishing Safe Places for 
Children at local schools. These spaces allow children to play, learn, and rediscover joy. Through 
structured activities and trauma counselling, they foster resilience and social bonds, helping nearly 
1,200 children regain their sense of security. 

By creating safe spaces in challenging environments, we help children to break free from 
�K�D�U�P�I�X�O���F�\�F�O�H�V���R�U���W�D�N�H���U�H�I�X�J�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�V�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�X�P�D���R�I���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W�����Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�V�����R�U���R�W�K�H�U��
emergencies. 

Image on page 4: An SOS Children’s Villages social worker playing with a group of children, Belgium.  
© SOS Children’s Villages in Belgium

I love going to 
the family centre, 
because I know 
there are puzzles, 
board games and 
my friends are 
there.

“

Ajla, 9 years old from Mostar, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

�7�K�H���Z�D�U���L�Q���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���K�D�V���X�S�U�R�R�W�H�G���F�R�X�Q�W�O�H�V�V���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����I�R�U�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���W�R���V�H�H�N���V�D�I�H�W�\��
�D�E�U�R�D�G�����,�Q���/�H�X�Y�H�Q�����%�H�O�J�L�X�P�����D�Q���R�O�G���P�R�Q�D�V�W�H�U�\���Q�R�Z���V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V���D���U�H�I�X�J�H���I�R�U�����������8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q�V����

including about 40 children. To support them, SOS Children’s Villages opened Knus (‘cosy’ in 
Dutch), a child-friendly space where children can simply be children again. 

�p�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���I�U�R�P���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���F�D�U�U�\���D���E�L�J���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���E�D�J�J�D�J�H�����,�W���L�V���Q�L�F�H���W�R���S�X�O�O���W�K�H�P���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U��
�U�H�D�O�L�W�\�����H�Y�H�Q���I�R�U���D�Q���K�R�X�U���D�Q�G���D���K�D�O�I���q���V�D�\�V���3�O�D�\���)�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�R�U�����*�L�O�O�H�V�����p�7�K�H�\���F�D�Q���I�R�U�J�H�W���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D��
�Z�K�L�O�H���D�Q�G���U�H�D�O�O�\���E�H���N�L�G�V���D�J�D�L�Q���q��

�$�W���.�Q�X�V�����V�P�D�O�O�����®�[�H�G���J�U�R�X�S�V���Z�L�W�K���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���S�O�D�\���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�R�U�V���K�H�O�S���I�R�V�W�H�U���V�W�D�E�O�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V��
�W�K�D�W���D�L�G���K�H�D�O�L�Q�J�����p�:�H���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���D���V�D�I�H���S�O�D�F�H���Z�K�H�U�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���F�D�Q���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H�L�U���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V���q���V�D�\�V��
�&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U�����,�U�P�D���'�H���%�D�H�W�V�����p�:�H���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H�P���D���S�U�H�G�L�F�W�D�E�O�H���U�R�X�W�L�Q�H���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���W�K�H�L�U���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�I�H���D���O�L�W�W�O�H��
�P�R�U�H���Q�R�U�P�D�O���D�J�D�L�Q���q

Image above: Siblings hugging each other outside of their house in Mexico.  ©  Alejandra Kaiser

For many, these safe spaces become sanctuaries 
�W�K�D�W���R�¬�H�U���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���V�D�I�H�W�\���D�Q�G���I�R�V�W�H�U���D���V�H�Q�V�H��
of belonging, essential for emotional recovery. 
A critical aspect of recovery is the emotional 
and psychological support provided. Through 
counselling, mentorship, and life skills training, 
children cultivate a positive outlook on their futures. 
Creative activities like art and music serve as 
therapeutic outlets, allowing them to express their 
emotions and rediscover joy. 

These safe spaces also focus on social integration, 
helping children develop friendships and support 
networks that last for a lifetime.  

�:�L�W�K���\�R�X�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����Z�H���F�D�Q���F�U�H�D�W�H���V�D�I�H���V�S�D�F�H�V���I�R�U��
at-risk children worldwide, laying the groundwork 
�I�R�U���O�L�Y�H�V���®�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���K�R�S�H�����7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U����
we can give many more children the chance to heal 
�D�Q�G���°�R�X�U�L�V�K������������������������������������������������������������������

�.�Q�X�V���D�O�V�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�����R�¬�H�U�L�Q�J���J�U�R�X�S�V��
to discuss practical matters and share 
deeper concerns. “There is room for deeper 
conversations about things that bother the 
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���q���,�U�P�D���D�G�G�V����

�*�L�O�O�H�V���U�H�°�H�F�W�V���R�Q���.�Q�X�V�o�V���L�P�S�D�F�W�����p�,�Q���K�H�U�H�����W�K�H�\��
regain control. They decide what they want 
to play with. They are at the centre. The child-
friendly space has changed me as well. I have 
developed a real connection with the children. 
�:�K�H�Q���,���U�H�D�G���D�E�R�X�W���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V���Q�R�Z�����,���V�H�H���W�K�H�V�H���V�L�[��
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���,���S�O�D�\���Z�L�W�K���H�Y�H�U�\���Z�H�H�N���q
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Striving for hope and security in Lebanon

�/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q���K�D�V���I�D�F�H�G���D���V�H�Y�H�U�H���H�V�F�D�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W�����G�L�V�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H����
�Z�L�W�K���R�Y�H�U�����������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�U�D�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���O�R�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���®�U�V�W���������G�D�\�V���D�O�R�Q�H�����0�D�Q�\���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�U�H��
now forced to sleep in open spaces like beaches and streets, with no shelter from the ongoing 
dangers of war. The situation is heartbreaking. 

Airstrikes continue to hit new areas daily, including Southern Lebanon, the Bekaa Valley and 
the southern suburbs of Beirut. The noise of bombings is so loud that it can be heard in Mount 
Lebanon, with military aircraft constantly overhead. Despite these challenges, SOS Children’s 
�9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q���L�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�L�U�H�O�H�V�V�O�\���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�H���V�D�I�H�W�\���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���V�W�D�¬�����p�3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���R�X�U��
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����V�W�D�¬�����D�Q�G���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���R�X�U���W�R�S���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���D�V���Z�H���Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�H���W�K�H�V�H���H�V�F�D�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���q��
�G�H�F�O�D�U�H�V���*�K�D�G�D���+�D�F�K�H�P�����1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q����

�0�D�Q�\���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D�¬���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�¬�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���E�R�P�E�L�Q�J�V�����1�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q��
families supported by SOS Children’s Villages in the South and Bekaa regions have been 
�I�R�U�F�H�G���W�R���O�H�D�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V���D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���V�W�D�¬���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���E�H�H�Q��
�G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G�����p�(�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���Z�H���D�U�H���D�O�O���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�D�I�H�����Q�R�E�R�G�\���L�V���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���R�N�D�\�����1�R���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q��
feels secure anymore, people and children are living with the constant fear of bombs and 
�D�L�U�V�W�U�L�N�H�V���q���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V���0�U�V�����+�D�F�K�H�P����

�6�W�D�¬���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���K�L�J�K���U�L�V�N���D�U�H�D�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H���%�H�N�D�D���9�D�O�O�H�\���D�Q�G���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���%�H�L�U�X�W�����K�D�Y�H��
�I�D�F�H�G���G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J���O�R�V�V�H�V�����2�Q�H���V�W�D�¬���P�H�P�E�H�U���O�R�V�W���K�H�U���K�R�P�H�����Z�K�L�O�H���R�W�K�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�X�V�H�V��
damaged. Many are struggling to cope with the trauma, as Mohammad, an SOS Children’s 
Villages employee, shared, 

At Kfarhay Village, specialised sessions have been held to help children and caregivers 
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W���D�Q�G���I�H�H�O���P�R�U�H���V�H�F�X�U�H�����*�K�D�G�L�U�����D���������\�H�D�U���R�O�G���J�L�U�O�����H�[�F�O�D�L�P�V�����p�0�\���K�H�D�U�W���L�V��
with all the people in Lebanon who are displaced. I see their photos on Facebook, in schools, 
and on the streets without shelter. My biggest wish is to return to my home in Ksarnaba, but 
�X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H�Q�����,�o�P���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���K�H�O�S���W�K�R�V�H���L�Q���Q�H�H�G���q��

�7�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�¬�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���U�L�V�H���D�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���D�U�H���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���R�U���V�X�¬�H�U�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���V�H�Y�H�U�H���W�U�D�X�P�D�����7�K�H���U�H�O�H�Q�W�O�H�V�V���E�R�P�E�L�Q�J���R�I���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q���D�U�H�D�V���Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�V��
�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���/�D�Z�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���U�L�J�K�W�V���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���8�1���&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���5�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���W�K�H��
�&�K�L�O�G�����6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���8�.���F�D�O�O�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���W�R���H�Q�G���D�Q�G���I�R�U���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\��
children, to be protected.

I am seeing my childhood, memories, home and 
life being bombed in front of my eyes live on TV.

“

Image to the right: A woman sits with a child on her lap next to bags on the ground 
�D�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���°�H�H�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q���D�U�U�L�Y�H���R�Q���W�K�H���6�\�U�L�D�Q���V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�R�U�G�H�U����©  Louai 
Beshara / AFP
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Diana’s journey to 
independence

Banner image:  A portrait of Diana���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���J�D�U�G�H�Q�����'�R�P�L�Q�L�F�D�Q���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�� © SOS Children’s Villages 
Canada
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Diana and her four siblings lost the care of their family in 2021, but they found 
�Q�H�Z���K�R�S�H���D�W���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���L�Q���/�R�V���0�L�Q�D�����'�R�P�L�Q�L�F�D�Q���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�����$�W���M�X�V�W�����������'�L�D�Q�D��
�W�R�R�N���R�Q���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���D���P�R�W�K�H�U���W�R���K�H�U���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���V�L�E�O�L�Q�J�V�����:�K�L�O�H���K�H�U���O�R�Y�H���I�R�U���W�K�H�P���Z�D�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J�����W�K�H��
responsibility weighed heavily on her young shoulders, leaving her anxious and unsure how to 
connect with others. 

�:�L�W�K���W�K�H���X�Q�Z�D�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�����'�L�D�Q�D�o�V���Z�R�U�O�G���E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���W�K�H��
better. She received counselling and participated in workshops that nurtured her emotional well-
�E�H�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�H�O�S�H�G���K�H�U���E�X�L�O�G���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�R�F�L�D�O���V�N�L�O�O�V�����$�V���V�K�H���Z�D�W�F�K�H�G���K�H�U���V�L�E�O�L�Q�J�V���°�R�X�U�L�V�K���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Q�H�Z��
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����'�L�D�Q�D���®�Q�D�O�O�\���I�H�O�W���V�D�I�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���K�H�U���R�Z�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���J�U�R�Z�W�K����

�'�L�D�Q�D�o�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���K�H�U���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���Z�D�V���U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H�����:�L�W�K���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���E�\���K�H�U���V�L�G�H�����V�K�H��
�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���K�H�U���V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�R�R�N���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���V�L�J�Q�L�®�F�D�Q�W���V�W�H�S���E�\���H�Q�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q���D��
�E�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�o�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���L�Q���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�D�[���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����+�H�U���K�D�U�G���Z�R�U�N���S�D�L�G���R�¬���Z�K�H�Q��
she earned an internship at a local cooperative, which soon turned into a paid position, proof of her 
dedication and the bright path she is paving for herself. 

This year, Diana has begun the next chapter of her life and with the continued support of SOS 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�����V�K�H���S�O�D�Q�V���W�R���V�K�D�U�H���D���°�D�W���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���Z�K�L�O�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���R�Q��
�P�D�Q�D�J�L�Q�J���K�H�U���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���®�Q�D�Q�F�H�V�����'�L�D�Q�D�o�V���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���I�U�R�P���F�D�U�H�J�L�Y�H�U���W�R���F�R�Q�®�G�H�Q�W���\�R�X�Q�J���Z�R�P�D�Q��
is truly a story of resilience and hope. 

Diana dreams not only of achieving personal success but also of creating a better life for her siblings. 
�:�L�W�K���K�H�U���Q�H�Z�I�R�X�Q�G���F�R�Q�®�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���W�R�R�O�V���V�K�H���K�D�V���J�D�L�Q�H�G�����V�K�H���L�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���W�R���W�X�U�Q���K�H�U���G�U�H�D�P�V��
into reality and inspire others facing similar challenges, proving that anything is possible with support 
and determination. 

Children are the hardest hit 
by this food crisis. Let us 
�F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���R�X�U���H�¬�R�U�W�V�����Z�R�U�N��
�Z�L�W�K���O�R�F�D�O���V�W�D�¬���D�Q�G���D�G�G�U�H�V�V��
the root causes of acute food 
insecurity. We all have a role to 
play, and contribute. We must 
not leave anyone behind.

“
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�7�K�H���+�R�U�Q���R�I���$�I�U�L�F�D���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���I�D�F�H���D���G�L�U�H���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���F�U�L�V�L�V�����H�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�H�G���E�\���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W�V���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J���H�¬�H�F�W�V���R�I���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�����2�Y�H�U���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���L�Q���X�U�J�H�Q�W���Q�H�H�G���R�I���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�V��
the region grapples with severe drought, famine, and displacement. Children are particularly vulnerable, 
�V�X�¬�H�U�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���P�D�O�Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D���O�D�F�N���R�I���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V����

�,�Q���6�R�P�D�O�L�D�����W�K�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�����Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���°�H�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V���L�Q���V�H�D�U�F�K���R�I���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�W�\����
The combination of prolonged drought and ongoing violence has left communities devastated. 
�6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���L�V���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���D�¬�H�F�W�H�G�����7�K�U�R�X�J�K���R�X�U��
emergency response initiatives, we are distributing food, water, and healthcare to families in need. 

�,�Q���(�W�K�L�R�S�L�D�����F�R�Q�°�L�F�W���K�D�V���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���W�K�H���K�D�U�G�H�V�W���K�L�W�����0�D�Q�\���D�U�H���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G��
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�Q�G���I�D�F�H���V�L�J�Q�L�®�F�D�Q�W���W�U�D�X�P�D�����2�X�U���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q��
�U�H�X�Q�L�W�L�Q�J���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�Q�G���R�¬�H�U�L�Q�J���P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�R���K�H�O�S���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���F�R�S�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U��
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�����:�H���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J��
that they have a chance for a brighter future. 

As we respond to this crisis, it is vital that we continue to work together to support the most vulnerable. 
�:�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�H�O�S���R�I���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���O�L�N�H���\�R�X�����Z�H���F�D�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���U�H�O�L�H�I���D�Q�G���O�D�\���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���D��
brighter future for the children, families and communities who live in the Horn of Africa. 

The Horn of Africa’s struggle for relief

President of SOS Children’s Villages,
Dereje Wordofa

Image above:  A mother hugs her two children, Ethiopia. © Christine Stolz



Christmas should be a time of joy, warmth and family. But, this year, as we look forward to 
�O�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����Z�D�U�P�W�K���D�Q�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�Q�H�V�V�����P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����O�L�N�H���W�K�R�V�H���L�Q���*�D�]�D�����/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q�����8�N�U�D�L�Q�H����
�+�D�L�W�L���D�Q�G���W�K�H���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���&�R�Q�J�R���D�U�H���I�D�F�L�Q�J���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���W�K�D�W���Q�R���F�K�L�O�G���V�K�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H��
to experience.   

At SOS Children’s Villages, with your help we are working tirelessly to bring hope and support 
to these children during this challenging time. 

�<�R�X�U���H�[�W�U�D���J�L�I�W���P�D�N�H�V���D���U�H�D�O���G�L�¬�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����W�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X����

Wishing you a happy and safe 
festive season

Scan the QR Code or visit: soschildrensvillages.org.uk/christmas 
to learn how Christmas has changed for children in Ukraine, Haiti 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo.  
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Thank you to all our supporters who have already donated to our 
Christmas appeal.

A special Christmas “thank you” from children living through 
emergencies

How Christmas has 
changed in Gaza and the 

West Bank

�:�H���D�V�N�H�G���R�X�U���F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V���L�Q���*�D�]�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���%�D�Q�N���W�R���V�K�D�U�H���K�R�Z���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���K�D�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H��
children in their care.  

“Winter festivities for children in Gaza and the West Bank are usually 
�®�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���I�D�P�L�O�\���J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J�V�����V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

dishes like Mujadara and Musakhan. Families who celebrate Christmas 
do so with gift exchanges and attending mass in Bethlehem.

But this year, many children won’t have a warm home or even a roof 
�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���K�H�D�G�V���G�X�H���W�R���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�����/�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���R�¬�H�U���O�L�W�W�O�H��

protection from the cold, and with scarce fuel and electricity, heaters 
�D�U�H���D���O�X�[�X�U�\���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���D�¬�R�U�G�����7�K�H�\���P�L�V�V���Z�D�U�P���F�O�R�W�K�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

comforting embrace of their parents. Fear of attacks and concern for 
their family’s safety overshadow the usual joys of winter.

Attribution - For safety reasons, we have chosen not to disclose the name of our colleague in Gaza. 

Image: A child walks along an empty street in Gaza. © Hosny Salah

Image’s above: �/�H�W�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���&�R�Q�J�R��

A huge thank you to all of our supporters who have donated this Christmas and 
throughout the year. Thanks to you, so far we’ve cared for thousands of children 
who have lost, or are at risk of losing, parental care.



Chipata to be reunited with his biological sister.

Childhood in crisis

Banner image: A group of people gather for water, Sudan.  © AFP
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Children in Sudan face a dire humanitarian 
crisis after more than a year of civil war. Famine 
�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�®�U�P�H�G���L�Q���6�X�G�D�Q�o�V���1�R�U�W�K���'�D�U�I�X�U��
region, while elsewhere, malnutrition rates 
remain alarmingly high. Ms Limia Ahmed, the 
�'�H�S�X�W�\���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V��
Villages in Sudan, states, “Many children 
have lost their parents or guardians in the 
war or have been forced to live apart from 
�W�K�H�L�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���G�L�¬�H�U�H�Q�W���U�H�I�X�J�H�H���F�D�P�S�V���I�R�U��
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O�O�\���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���q��

�'�D�L�O�\���O�L�I�H���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W���D�¬�H�F�W�H�G���D�U�H�D�V��
is fraught with challenges that severely impact 
their physical, emotional, and educational well-
being.  

�0�D�Q�\���K�D�Y�H���°�H�G���W�R���R�Y�H�U�F�U�R�Z�G�H�G���F�D�P�S�V��
for internally displaced persons, where 
basic necessities like clean water and 
�D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���V�K�H�O�W�H�U���D�U�H���V�F�D�U�F�H�����7�K�H���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W��
has also resulted in severe food insecurity 
and malnutrition due to the breakdown of 
agricultural systems. 

The situation for children without parental 
care is critical, with many facing harsh living 
conditions and psychological trauma. SOS 
Children’s Villages in Sudan is implementing 
a comprehensive three-year emergency 
response programme targeting the most 
�V�H�Y�H�U�H�O�\���D�¬�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����7�K�L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V��
establishing child-friendly spaces and 
providing emotional and social support, aiming 
to protect children from abuse and ensure their 
safety. 

Amidst the immense challenges of ongoing 
�F�R�Q�°�L�F�W�����W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V��
to keep children safe and prevent family 
breakdown is more crucial than ever.
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Academic excellence despite the war

14-year-old Ammar was a sixth grader in Gaza, 
�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�W���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���5�D�I�D�K�����Z�K�H�Q��
the war escalated. After months of fear and 
uncertainty in Gaza, Ammar was one of the 
68 children who were eventually temporarily 
evacuated to Bethlehem with caregivers and 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�W�D�¬���I�U�R�P���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V��
Palestine.  

After missing eight months of school, he faced 
�D���V�L�J�Q�L�®�F�D�Q�W���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���J�D�S�����'�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���W�R��
overcome this, Ammar worked hard at his new 
school and attended a special educational 
centre to improve his performance.  

To further catch up, he had the opportunity to 
join an intensive summer programme. Through 
hard work, and despite the hardship he has 
experienced, Ammar has made remarkable 
progress, earning excellent grades. 

�7�K�L�V���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���E�R�R�V�W�H�G���K�L�V���F�R�Q�®�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G��
helped him adapt to his new surroundings. He 
is now set to enter seventh grade and pursue 
his dreams.

His SOS Children’s Villages caregiver, Mama 
Kifah, says, “I am very proud of him. He helps 
me with housework; he gives me a hand 
in everything. He deserves this excellent 
�D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���D�I�W�H�U���D�O�O���K�L�V���K�D�U�G���Z�R�U�N���q����

She played a crucial role, encouraging him to 
join a sports club where he now plays football 
and has made new friends. Ammar, who grew 
�X�S���L�Q���D���G�L�±�F�X�O�W���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����K�D�V���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�G��
academically and socially, enhancing his 
personality in a positive way. He now lives in 
Bethlehem with his older sister and younger 
brother.

Banner image: An SOS Children’s Villages worker helping a young boy with his homework, Gaza. © SOS 
Children’s Villages Palestine“Every day, we witness the 

�K�H�D�U�W�E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J���H�¬�H�F�W�V���R�I���W�K�L�V��
�F�R�Q�°�L�F�W���R�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����7�K�H�L�U��

dreams and futures are being 
shattered by circumstances 

beyond their control.

Change more lives at no extra cost to you!  

Did you know you could help even more children and it won’t cost you a penny?  
   
�*�L�I�W���$�L�G���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���H�D�V�L�H�V�W���D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���H�¬�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Z�D�\�V���R�I���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���F�K�D�U�L�W�\����
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���F�R�V�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X���D�Q�\���H�[�W�U�D�����5�X�Q���E�\���+�0���5�H�Y�H�Q�X�H���D�Q�G���&�X�V�W�R�P�V�����*�L�I�W���$�L�G��
�D�O�O�R�Z�V���X�V���W�R���F�O�D�L�P�������S���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���~�����\�R�X���G�R�Q�D�W�H�����6�R�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���~������
�\�R�X���G�R�Q�D�W�H�����Z�H���F�D�Q���F�O�D�L�P���D�Q���H�[�W�U�D���~�������P�D�N�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���J�L�I�W���Z�R�U�W�K���~��������
  
If you’re a UK taxpayer and think you might be eligible to Gift Aid your 
�G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����S�O�H�D�V�H���Y�L�V�L�W���Z�Z�Z���V�R�V�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�V�Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���R�U�J���X�N���J�L�I�W���D�L�G������



This year, give a gift that makes a 
�S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���G�L�¬�H�U�H�Q�F�H����
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�2�X�U���n�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���*�L�I�W���*�X�L�G�H�o���V�K�R�Z�F�D�V�H�V���V�P�D�O�O���8�.���E�D�V�H�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���Z�K�R���H�D�F�K���J�L�Y�H���E�D�F�N��
to SOS Children’s Villages all year round. By supporting businesses that support us, your 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�O���P�D�N�H���D���G�L�¬�H�U�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W��
them from growing up alone. 

EcoSwap Gift Card
EcoSwap - ecoswap.uk/sos

Gift better this Christmas with an Ecoswap 
eco-friendly gift card. The perfect gift for any 
�R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���D���I�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���F�H�U�W�L�®�H�G���H�F�R��
friendly choices. ���)�R�U���������R�¬���\�R�X�U���(�F�R�V�Z�D�S���J�L�I�W��
card, use code SOS5! 

Price:  From £10
�'�L�V�F�R�X�Q�W���&�R�G�H�����������R�¬���(�F�R�V�Z�D�S���J�L�I�W���F�D�U�G�V������
SOS5

Twinkle Little Star 
Organic Mini Gift Set  
From Babies with Love - 
frombabieswithlove.org

Twinkle twinkle little star, do you know how loved 
you are? This Little Star mini set includes a large 
organic muslin swaddle shawl and bandana bib. 

�:�K�H�Q���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���R�Q�H���L�V���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���)�U�R�P���%�D�E�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K��
Love, watch them sparkle as you are reminded 
of kindness being sent around the world.  SOS 
Children’s Villages is one of two charities which 
�E�H�Q�H�®�W�V���I�U�R�P�������������R�I���S�U�R�®�W�V���R�I���)�U�R�P���%�D�E�L�H�V��
with Love’s products.  

Price:  From £24.90
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The Emerging 
Dome Hoop Earrings
Lines & Current - linesandcurrent.com 

Christmas is the perfect time to treat that special 
person in your life with a timeless piece of 
jewellery.  

Lines & Current’s most loved everyday hoop. 
Emerging with a billowy hollow base, a symbol of 
becoming and taking up your space, on your ear - 
all day long. ���������R�I���S�U�R�®�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�O�O���/�L�Q�H�V���	���&�X�U�U�H�Q�W��
products are donated to SOS Children’s Villages. 

Price:  From £52.00

�6�W�X�¬�H�O���%�D�J
�6�W�X�¬�H�O�������V�W�X�¬�H�O���F�R���X�N

�6�W�X�¬�H�O���E�D�J�V���R�S�H�Q���°�D�W���O�L�N�H���D���S�O�D�\�P�D�W���V�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��
can spread out their toys, then a handy drawstring 
scoops everything back up again, making tidy-up a 
�E�U�H�H�]�H�����/�R�Y�L�Q�J�O�\���K�D�Q�G�P�D�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���8�.�����H�D�F�K���6�W�X�¬�H�O��
is built to last and makes a beautiful, practical and 
sustainable gift. 

�6�W�X�¬�H�O���Z�L�O�O���G�R�Q�D�W�H���~�����W�R���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���I�R�U��
each order placed by the end of December when 
you mention ‘SOS Children’s Villages’ at checkout.  

Price:  From £29.00
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If you own, or work for a small business, consider supporting us today!

Your help can be a lifeline for children who are at risk of growing up alone.

Visit: www.soschildrensvillages.org.uk/partner-with-us/
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Back cover image: Sisters hug wearing reindeer ears, Peru. © Alejandra Kaiser
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We are so grateful for all the support 
we receive from our donors and partners.

�*�L�I�W�V���O�H�I�W���L�Q���:�L�O�O�V���F�D�Q���E�H���D���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���Z�D�\���W�R���P�D�N�H���D���G�L�¬�H�U�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���D��
child’s future. If you would like to consider leaving a gift in your Will, 
please scan the QR code, call us on 01223 365589 or email: 
hello@sosuk.org


