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Sharing our stories: celebrating young voices in London

On 15 October, young people from SOS Children’s Villages inspired guests at Toynbee Hall, London, with 
stories of resilience and hope. Hasina, 22, from Madagascar, and Rojan (or Raj as he’s known), 20, from the 
Philippines, spoke about overcoming challenges like poverty, gender inequality, and climate change. They 
showed how education, mentorship, and youth-led action can spark progress and have a lasting impact. 

We’ve changed the names of all children and some featured adults in this magazine to protect their 
identities . 

Front cover image: Children laughing in a school classroom, Bangladesh.  © Alea Horst

Above image: Hasina and Rojan, speaking at an event in London, UK. © Maisie Marshall
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“
If more young people 
can have exposure to 
learning opportunities, 
we can strengthen entire 
communities.

Raj, member of our YouthCan! 
council



Dear Supporters, 

I’m delighted to welcome you to this edition of Family 
Matters as we look ahead to 2026. At a time when the 
world feels increasingly uncertain, one word carries us 
forward: hope. 

But hope isn’t always easy to hold onto. For many 
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����L�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���V�K�D�N�H�Q���E�\���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W�����E�\���W�K�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H��
they’ve witnessed, or by the sudden loss of the security 
every child should know. Around the world, wars rage 
on, and families are torn apart, leaving so many children 
uncertain and even scared for the future. 

Yet, even in the face of this reality, hope endures when 
we come together as a community and refuse to turn away. At SOS Children’s Villages, we see 
�G�D�L�O�\���K�R�Z���\�R�X�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���L�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���V�D�I�H�W�\���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���I�H�D�U�����U�H�X�Q�L�®�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V��
separation, and opportunity where there was only struggle. 

Inside this edition, you’ll discover stories of hope restored. In Zambia (page 3), Monica and her 
daughter, aptly named Hope, are together again after years apart. Their story is a powerful 
reminder that family bonds can (and should) be rebuilt. In Gaza (page 5), we share how education 
and mental health support are helping children rediscover stability even during unimaginable 
�F�U�L�V�L�V�����,�Q���7�D�Q�]�D�Q�L�D�����S�D�J�H�����������W�H�H�Q�D�J�H�U���6�D�U�D�S�K�L�Q�D�o�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���V�K�R�Z�V���X�V���K�R�Z���K�R�S�H���F�D�Q���°�R�X�U�L�V�K��
when young women are supported to continue their education despite the stigma of teen 
pregnancy. 

You’ll also read about the future we can shape together, from homes away from home in Armenia 
(page 7), to sustainability and climate change in Somaliland (page 12). 

�%�X�W���Q�R���P�D�W�W�H�U���Z�K�D�W�����H�D�F�K���V�W�R�U�\���U�H�°�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�U�X�W�K�����K�R�S�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W�����,�W�o�V���W�K�H���V�W�H�D�G�\��
presence of a parent at bedtime. The laughter of children in a safe classroom. And the chance 
for young people to shape their own futures, free from violence or neglect. 

As we step towards a new year, we carry with us the lesson that hope doesn’t grow by chance. 
It’s built, day by day, by people like you, with compassion, dedication, and the undeniable belief 
that every child matters. 

With heartfelt thanks,

Alison Wallace 
CEO, SOS Children’s Villages UK
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Hope comes home

“The whole reintegration process takes at 
least a year. We try not to let it go beyond 
three years from the start to completion.” 
says Mulenga, a social worker at SOS 
Children’s Villages in Lusaka and the main 
contact between the children and their family. 

“There’s close cooperation between us, the 
families, and local social workers.”  Mulenga 
says. 

“Nothing happens overnight, and we take 
our time. Each case is unique and requires a 
�Ù�Þ���Ú�ç�Ú�ã�é���Ö�å�å�ç�ä�Ö�Ø�Ý������

Mulenga has visited Monica and her children 
�®�Y�H���W�L�P�H�V���V�L�Q�F�H���U�H�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q����“These children 
wanted to come home,”  he explains. 

Hope, now eight, rarely leaves her mother’s 
side. Where Monica walks, Hope walks. Where 
Monica sits, Hope sits beside her. 

Monica said: “I was happy to have them home, 
but I still worried about income.”  

School in Zambia is now free, but families must 
pay for uniforms, books, and supplies. For now, 
SOS Children’s Villages covers these costs 
for Monica’s children (something that’s only 
possible thanks to all our amazing donors).
Meanwhile she and her brothers plan for 
�W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�����P�D�Q�D�J�L�Q�J���D���P�D�L�]�H���®�H�O�G�����U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D��
motorcycle taxi, and building a house to bring 
in rental income. 

“They feel safe here,”  Monica says. “They’ve 
adjusted but want to stay in touch with their 
friends and caregiver in the Village. They 
miss them too.” 

For Mulenga, reintegration is bittersweet: 
“Every case is emotional for me,”  he says. 
“Seeing children take root in their true 
homes gives me hope.” 

For Monica and her family, that hope is reality - 
a life rebuilt, together again.

“I felt helpless,”  Monica recalls. “I didn’t 
know how we’d survive.” 

With no other option, she turned to SOS 
Children’s Villages. Monica’s three youngest 
children moved into the Lusaka village in 
Zambia, where they received food, education, 
and care.  

“As long as they were well, I accepted it,” 
Monica said. 

Hope beyond poverty 

For years, families like Monica’s were divided 
by poverty. Today, SOS Children’s Villages has 
evolved to focus on strengthening families, so 
children can remain at home or with relatives 
wherever possible.  

And this has created new hope for children 
separated from their families: the chance to 
return home, rebuild relationships, and grow 
up surrounded by family. 

Since 2016, by supporting kinship care and 
family strengthening, we have been able to 
reunite more than half the children living in 
SOS Children’s Villages Zambia with their 
families. And Monica’s children are among 
them.

Ongoing support at home

It’s been a year since Monica’s children came 
home. The journey back wasn’t simple, but 
with support from SOS Children’s Villages and 
her local community, they were reunited. 

When Monica’s husband died after 
a long illness, her world collapsed. 
�¼�á�ä�ã�Ú���ì�Þ�é�Ý�����ë�Ú���Ø�Ý�Þ�á�Ù�ç�Ú�ã���Ö�ã�Ù���ã�ä��
income, she was unable to provide for 
them. Her youngest daughter, Hope, 
was just three years old. 

Image:  Hope and 
Monica cleaning 
outside their house, 
Zambia. 
© Maisie Marshall
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Restoring hope this Christmas

As the festive season approaches, many of us will gather with 
family, exchange gifts and enjoy the season. But for children in 
�F�R�Q�°�L�F�W���]�R�Q�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�����*�D�]�D���D�Q�G���6�X�G�D�Q�����W�K�L�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V��
�O�R�R�N�V���Y�H�U�\���G�L�¬�H�U�H�Q�W�����7�K�H�L�U���Z�L�V�K�H�V���D�U�H���V�L�P�S�O�H�����\�H�W���G�H�H�S�O�\���Y�L�W�D�O�����W�R���I�H�H�O��
safe, to be with loved ones, to play, learn and dream of a brighter 
future.
 
Children like Liliia, who was injured in a blast in Ukraine and has 
received support from SOS Children’s Villages for her rehabilitation. 

�7�R���®�Q�G���R�X�W���P�R�U�H���D�E�R�X�W���K�R�Z���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���D�U�H���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J����
please scan the QR code or visit:
www.soschildrensvillages.org.uk/christmas

A huge thank you to all of our supporters who have donated this 
Christmas and throughout the year. Thanks to you we’re able to 
provide safety, care and stability to children when it’s needed most.

Wishing you all a happy and safe festive season.

Image above:  Liliia blowing a dandelion in the wind, sitting in her wheelchair, Ukraine.
@ SOS Children’s Villages Ukraine
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Restoring hope for 
children in Gaza 

The situation remains complex and fragile. The 
UN estimates 1.9 million people in Gaza are 
internally displaced , many are women and 
children.  Most are attempting to return home, 
but for countless families their homes are gone, 
perpetuating displacement as they search for 
safety and stability. 

While humanitarian aid has increased, bringing 
essential food and medicine, deliveries are far 
below what’s needed. And access could shift at 
any moment. 

Despite these challenges, SOS Children’s 
Villages’ commitment has never faltered. We 
�Ö�ç�Ú���é�Ý�Ú���ä�ã�á�î���ä�ç�Ü�Ö�ã�Þ�è�Ö�é�Þ�ä�ã���ä���Ú�ç�Þ�ã�Ü���Ö�á�é�Ú�ç�ã�Ö�é�Þ�ë�Ú����
specialist care for children in Gaza and the 
West Bank. We’re providing care, education, and 
emotional support. Our temporary camp in Khan 
�<�R�X�Q�L�V���V�W�L�O�O���R�¬�H�U�V���V�K�H�O�W�H�U���D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���V�D�I�H�W�\����
And our safe spaces for learning and wellbeing 
remain open. All this has only been possible 
thanks to your support.

Ghada, National Director of SOS Children’s 
Villages Palestine, said: ���Ï�Ý�Þ�è���Þ�è���é�Ý�Ú�����ç�è�é���é�Þ�â�Ú��
in two years that we feel like we’re breathing 
and experiencing a moment of true peace and 
hope. We hope the war will end completely.” 

In Israel too, there’s a shared longing for peace. 
Nelly, National Director of SOS Children’s 
Villages in Israel, said: “There is a quiet hope 
that children will have the chance to live, to 
dream, and to grow in the light of peace.” 

SOS Children’s Villages remains on the side 
of children and families, unwavering in our 
promise to bring comfort, care and light after 
such hardship.

We’re prioritising the most urgent needs: 
families with children who have been displaced, 
returnees who have lost their homes, and those 
in high-risk areas. 

Food insecurity continues to threaten lives, 
particularly for children, so we’re scaling up 
�H�¬�R�U�W�V���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���F�D�V�K���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H����
Meanwhile, mental health support is helping 
families cope with anxiety, stress, and loss.  

Education remains central. Temporary learning 
spaces are reopening, giving children a place to 
learn, play, and heal.  

Ahlam, an SOS Children’s Villages teacher 
in Khan Younis, said: “Establishing an 
�Ú�Ù�ê�Ø�Ö�é�Þ�ä�ã�Ö�á���è�å�Ö�Ø�Ú���Ù�ê�ç�Þ�ã�Ü���é�Ý�Þ�è���Ù�Þ���Ø�ê�á�é���é�Þ�â�Ú��
is very important. We feel honoured to 
�Ø�ä�ã�é�Þ�ã�ê�Ú���Û�ê�á���á�á�Þ�ã�Ü���ä�ê�ç���â�Þ�è�è�Þ�ä�ã�����Ú�ë�Ú�ã���Þ�ã���é�Ý�Ú�è�Ú��
challenging circumstances.” 

These vital steps are restoring dignity and 
laying the groundwork for recovery. 

“Our mission is to walk with children and 
families on the path of recovery, so that every 
child can grow up in a safe, stable, loving 
environment.” says Ghada. 

Hope has returned, fragile though it may be, and 
we long to see it bloom.  

After years of devastation and 
uncertainty, there are, at last, signs of 
change in Gaza. And with them, a quiet, 
cautious hope is budding. 
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Hope in numbers 

53,000  people helped since the 
start of the war. 

31,192 �Ø�Ý�Þ�á�Ù�ç�Ú�ã���×�Ú�ã�Ú���é�Ú�Ù���Û�ç�ä�â
support. 

30,632 children received mental health 
assistance. 

1,300 ���Ø�Ý�Þ�á�Ù�ç�Ú�ã���×�Ú�ã�Ú���é�Ú�Ù���Û�ç�ä�â��
emergency education.   



A brighter future in Burundi

Nearby, a garbage dump is where many locals search for recyclables to sell, and hungry, barefoot 
children brave smoke from burning plastics to scavenge for food. Some run away from home in search of 
a better life. 

Jean feels lucky. Even when Alima couldn’t pay his school expenses, she never asked him to work. After 
her husband died, Alima worked on farms to provide for her family, but still they often survived on just 
one meal a day.  

“I was always hungry,”  says Jean. “We never had enough to eat but I went to school.” 

- Alima

�%�X�U�X�Q�G�L���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���®�Y�H���S�R�R�U�H�V�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����Z�L�W�K���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���W�Z�R���W�K�L�U�G�V���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q��
poverty.  

Out of 5.1 million school-age children, 1.9 million are out of school. Although schooling is free, uniforms 
and supplies are not. 

Jean’s family found support from SOS Children’s Villages’ Family Strengthening Programme. He and 
his brothers received uniforms, stationery, school bags, and other essentials. While Alima received a 
small grant to start a business selling undergarments, allowing her children to eat well, stay healthy, and 
continue school. 

“With the money I made, I was able to feed my children nutritious meals three times a day, and they 
carried snacks to school. We were very happy and felt alive,” she says. 

For Jean, school is a refuge and a place to dream.  

“I will make a lot of money when I become a pilot one day,” he says, “so I can help children from poor 
families.”

Not going to school is Jean’s greatest fear.

Every day, on his way to school, Jean, age eight, sees children his age, or younger, forced to 
work in unsafe conditions to help support their families. Jean and his brothers live with their 
mother, Alima, in a slum on the outskirts of Bujumbura, Burundi’s capital.  

“

6

       I know the value of education. It gives them a 
chance to escape poverty. ”

Image:  Jean and his 
�P�R�W�K�H�U�����$�O�L�P�D�����®�O�O�L�Q�J���X�S��
a cup of water, Burundi. 
@ SOS Children’s 
Villages Burundi
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A place to belong: an 
update on displaced 
families in Armenia

Now, we’re pleased to share an update. 

When SOS Children’s Villages Armenia assessed the 
�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���,�M�H�Y�D�Q���L�Q���������������W�K�H�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�®�H�G���������G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G��
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���Y�H�U�\���G�L�±�F�X�O�W���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����0�D�Q�\���R�I��
these families urgently needed furniture - items as simple 
as beds, wardrobes, and tables – to create safe and stable 
living conditions for their children. 

Thanks to the generosity of a donor, facilitated by SOS 
Children’s Villages UK, funds were secured to provide this 
vital support. Following an assessment to ensure the most 
�X�U�J�H�Q�W���Q�H�H�G�V���Z�H�U�H���P�H�W�����������I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�®�H�G�����$�Q�G����
in May, their bare rooms were transformed into welcoming 
spaces of comfort and dignity. 

For families who lost everything, these seemingly ordinary 
�L�W�H�P�V���R�¬�H�U���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�L�W�\����

One family shared: ���Ï�Ý�Þ�è���Ü�Þ�Û�é���Þ�è���Ü�ç�Ú�Ö�é�	���Á�ä�ç���é�Ý�Ú�����ç�è�é��
time, after displacement, I have my own furniture. Not 
something temporary, but something that really belongs 
to me.” 

These words remind us that hope often resides in the 
small things: a bed where a child can sleep soundly, a table 
where a family can eat together, and cupboards that bring 
order to daily life. Combined, for families who have been 
uprooted, these items mark the moment life feels less like 
�Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���W�R���P�R�Y�H���R�Q�����D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���O�L�N�H���®�Q�D�O�O�\���E�H�L�Q�J���n�K�R�P�H�o����

While challenges remain, this project has shown how 
compassion can turn emptiness into possibility. Families 
who once felt forgotten now know others care, and children 
�Z�K�R���I�D�F�H�G���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\���F�D�Q���J�U�R�Z���X�S���L�Q���K�R�P�H�V���®�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
warmth. 

In the midst of displacement, hope has taken root, one act 
of kindness at a time. We’re so grateful to the donor for this 
incredible gift.

In the last edition of Family Matters, we 
shared the story of families displaced from 
Nagorno-Karabakh starting over in Armenia, 
�Ø�Ö�ç�ç�î�Þ�ã�Ü���ì�Þ�é�Ý���é�Ý�Ú�â���é�Ý�Ú���é�ç�Ö�ê�â�Ö���ä�Û���Ø�ä�ã���Þ�Ø�é���Ö�ã�Ù��
the uncertainty of rebuilding their lives. Many 
of them without even basic items to make a 
home.

“We’re happy 
to know there 

are people and 
organisations who 

really care about us. 
Thank you!” 

“

Armenian familyTop image:  A woman getting a glass from the cupboard, Armenia. 
© SOS Children’s Villages Armenia



Amaya’s story: powerful ripples of hope

A new chapter begins 

�:�L�W�K���Q�H�Z���F�R�Q�®�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����$�P�D�\�D���s���Z�K�R��
was previously a homemaker - took charge of her 
�I�D�P�L�O�\�o�V���®�Q�D�Q�F�H�V���D�Q�G���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�®�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�F�R�P�H����

The support also created stability for her children. 
She says: “My children study well, and I am very 
proud. 

“Before, I was mainly doing household chores, 
but after this, I’m also running a business and am 
�Ø�ä�ã���Ù�Ú�ã�é���Þ�ã���è�ä�ç�é�Þ�ã�Ü���â�î���×�Þ�á�á�è���Ö�ã�Ù�����ã�Ö�ã�Ø�Ú�è������

“I was here alone when my husband went to 
work, but now I have more purpose and a job. I 
get to see and interact with other people in my 
community.”

Inspiring her community 

Amaya’s success has not only strengthened her 
family, it’s fostered unity and resilience among local 
women. 

���Ï�Ý�Ú���å�Ö�é�Ý�ì�Ö�î���ì�Ú���ç�Ú���ä�ã���ã�ä�ì���Þ�è���Ù�Þ���Ú�ç�Ú�ã�é���×�Ú�Ø�Ö�ê�è�Ú����
with SOS Children’s Villages, we’re given a lot of 
support. It’s not like any other organisation.” 

Through her shop, Amaya also contributes to her 
culture. 

“Around festival season, we’re busier because 
people buy the bangles as presents. It’s 
customary to give women bangles. The glass 
bangles are the most important.” 

Financial independence and hope for 
the future

Amaya’s shop also attracts customers from 
�Q�H�D�U�E�\���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�����®�O�O�L�Q�J���D���O�R�F�D�O���J�D�S������

“The customers that come to my shop are 
from nearby villages, as there are no other 
shops there.”  

The small loan from SOS Children’s Villages, 
fully repaid in 24 months, has given Amaya 
�F�R�Q�®�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H����

“I now have a self-sustaining business. They 
�ì�Ú�ç�Ú�����Ú�í�Þ�×�á�Ú���Þ�ã���Ý�ä�ì���ì�Ú���å�Ö�Þ�Ù���Þ�é���×�Ö�Ø�à�����Ö�ã�Ù���Ö�ç�Ú��
always there for support.” 

Looking ahead, Amaya hopes to transform 
her shop into a digital business, potentially 
creating a computer café where her children can 
participate, nurturing their skills and aspirations.

In India’s bustling city of Bhopal, Amaya 
�Ö�ã�Ù���Ý�Ú�ç���Û�Ö�â�Þ�á�î���×�Ö�é�é�á�Ú�Ù�����ã�Ö�ã�Ø�Þ�Ö�á���Ø�Ý�Ö�á�á�Ú�ã�Ü�Ú�è����
which not only impacted their quality of 
life but also the quality of education for her 
children. But with a small loan from SOS 
Children’s Villages, Amaya transformed 
into an entrepreneur with a successful 
business and now, her family thrives. 

Amaya’s new chapter was possible thanks 
to a gift in a Will. That kind act created 
ripples beyond one moment, touching 
Amaya’s whole family and her community. 
Now Amaya carries it forward, providing 
for her children and inspiring other women.  

�Ï�ä�����ã�Ù���ä�ê�é���â�ä�ç�Ú���Ö�×�ä�ê�é���á�Ú�Ö�ë�Þ�ã�Ü���Ö���Ü�Þ�Û�é���Þ�ã���î�ä�ê�ç��
Will, please visit:
www.soschildrensvillages.org.uk/leave-a-
gift-in-your-will/

Or you can scan the QR code or email 
legacy@soschildrensvillages.org.uk

88

Image:  Amaya and her children hugging 
outside her shop in Bhopal, India.
© Maisie Marshall
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Saraphina’s second chance

An initiative by SOS Children’s Villages 
Tanzania, here she trained in positive 
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�����H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V�K�L�S�����®�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���O�L�W�H�U�D�F�\����
and reproductive health. 

Reinvigorated by this support, and armed 
�Z�L�W�K���Q�H�Z���V�N�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�®�G�H�Q�F�H�����6�D�U�D�S�K�L�Q�D��
launched a small restaurant. Now, thanks to 
her hard work and perseverance, Saraphina 
owns two clothing shops as well as her thriving 
restaurant. 

“Now I have my own businesses, I can speak 
freely, and I even advise other girls in my 
community about chasing their dreams,”  she 
says proudly. 

From teen mum to mentor 

Today, Saraphina’s not only rebuilt her life but 
is inspiring others. 

As a peer educator in her community, 
Saraphina turns her past challenges into 
powerful lessons. She uses life skills, 
education, and practical guidance to support 
young people. 

They learn to stand up for themselves, avoid 
abuse, and prevent pregnancy. This helps them 
build a safer, brighter future. 

Saraphina’s journey from voicelessness to 
leadership shows what’s possible when young 
people are given the chance to rewrite their 
stories and inspire others to do the same. 

One young woman whose life was transformed 
by such support is Saraphina.

In the quiet village of Kiwele in Tanzania’s Iringa 
District, 24-year-old Saraphina once lived in 
the shadows. Early motherhood dimmed her 
dreams, and shame and isolation stole her voice. 

“I felt like my life ended the moment I got 
pregnant,”  she recalls. “I couldn’t even speak in 
front of other women.” 

At just 17, Saraphina faced an early pregnancy 
that threatened to take away her education, her 
choices, and her future. 

At the time of her pregnancy, Saraphina was 
one week from registering for her national 
secondary school exams. Although the school 
administration wanted her to continue, the 
school board disagreed. They expelled her and 
her hope for the future was shattered. 

Rebuilding her future 

Age 20, Saraphina’s life took a remarkable turn 
�Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���M�R�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���n�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��
Project’ (CWC).  

Teen pregnancy prevention is critical 
in Tanzania, where nearly one in four 
women become pregnant or give birth 
�é�ä���é�Ý�Ú�Þ�ç�����ç�è�é���Ø�Ý�Þ�á�Ù���×�î�����$���”�Ö�Ø�Ø�ä�ç�Ù�Þ�ã�Ü���é�ä��
a Tanzania Demographic and Health 
Survey). This leads to school dropouts, 
lost opportunities, and cycles of poverty. 

Providing young people with education, 
life skills, and community support is 
critical to ensuring girls and women can 
build bright futures, in Tanzania and 
beyond. 

Banner images:  Saraphina speaks at an event on teen pregnancy prevention, Tanzania. © SOS Children’s Villages Tanzania



10

SOS Children’s Villages programmes play a vital 
role in preventing family breakdown by equipping 
young people and caregivers with essential life 
skills. 

The young people learn about family planning, 
gender equality, and economic empowerment, 
while the caregiver receives training in positive 
parenting and building stable home environments.

This approach: 

• reduces unintended pregnancies.

• promotes healthier families.

• breaks intergenerational cycles of poverty and 
neglect.

Prevention beyond gender 

A key component of the initiative is actively 
engaging men in promoting gender equality and 
preventing gender-based violence. 

�$�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���H�¬�R�U�W�����D�U�R�X�Q�G���������P�H�Q���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��
trained to lead on, and promote, change in their 
communities. 

We know that men can, and do, perpetrate 
�G�L�¬�H�U�H�Q�W���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���J�H�Q�G�H�U��
based violence. This is why, as Victor says: “We 
believe it’s impossible to reduce gender-based 
violence without engaging men as partners in 
this work.” 

Educators also include birth control and family 
planning as integral parts of the sexual and 
reproductive health education they provide. 

“The CWC Project was launched in response to 
high rates of adolescent pregnancy and school 
dropouts” , says Victor Mwaipungu, Project 
Manager at SOS Children’s Villages Tanzania. 

In Tanzania, 22% of young women aged 15–19 
have become pregnant, according to a 2022 
Tanzania Demographic and Health Survey. And 
adolescent pregnancy is generally not the result 
of a deliberate choice. Women often have little to 
�Q�R���V�D�\���R�Y�H�U���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�¬�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���E�R�G�L�H�V���D�Q�G��
lives. And early childbirth is a consequence.  

At least 42,954 schoolgirls dropped out of school 
between July 2021 and June 2022 after they got 
pregnant, according to a report by the Controller 
and Auditor General (CAG) of Tanzania. 

“We work with some of the most vulnerable 
women, many of them out of school, 
stigmatised, and economically marginalised,”  
Victor explains. 

Since launching in 2021, the CWC Project has 
reached over 20,000 young people (men and 
women) and provided direct support to more than 
700 young mothers.

Scaling up teen pregnancy prevention 

�1�R�Z�����D���Q�H�Z���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���n�(�P�S�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���$�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V��
with Sexual and Reproductive Health and a 
Sustainable Livelihood’ builds on the success 
of the CWC Project. 

Launched in Iringa, this three-year programme 
aims to reach young mothers in vulnerable 
circumstances. It targets young people of all 
genders, equipping them with tools to build a 
healthier, happier future. 

Tackling teen 
pregnancy rates 
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A seed of hope in Venezuela 

�7�K�H���n�&�D�F�D�R�����$���6�H�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���)�D�P�L�O�\�o���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�V��
changing this.  

Thanks to the generosity of the Federation 
of Cocoa Commerce and other partners, the 
project gives women skills in eco-friendly, 
sustainable cocoa production and business 
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����,�W���K�H�O�S�V���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���W�K�H�L�U���®�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
independence, strengthens families to stay 
together, and improves the quality of life of 
them and their whole family. 

For grandmother, Belkis, the project planted 
the seed of hope for her and for her 
grandson, Luis. 

Luis and his mother migrated to Colombia, 
�E�X�W���D�I�W�H�U���D���\�H�D�U���W�K�H�U�H���K�H���Z�D�V���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���®�Q�G��
a school place. He returned to Turmero, 
Venezuela, to live with his grandmother, Belkis, 
and get an education.  

But with limited resources herself, Belkis 
turned to SOS Children’s Villages for 
support. Luis began receiving tailored school 
assistance, while Belkis received training to 
improve life for her and her family.  

That’s when she joined 
the cocoa project. 

Encouraged by her 
grandchildren, Belkis 
began putting her new 
skills into practice: 
���¼�Û�é�Ú�ç�����ã�Þ�è�Ý�Þ�ã�Ü���é�Ý�Ú��
course, they gave us 
a kit so that we could 
start working... And I started. I talked to the 
businesses near me and told them I was 
going to start making chocolate popsicles.” 

Soon she was supplying regular orders, 
�F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\�o�V���®�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���Q�H�H�G�V�����D�Q�G��
reinvesting in her business. She has since 
taught her sister and other women in her 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R�R�����K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���®�Q�G���F�R�Q�®�G�H�Q�F�H��
and income of their own. 

Belkis is one of 63 people trained so far in 
Turmero and Petare. 

�5�H�°�H�F�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���K�H�U���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\�����%�H�O�N�L�V���V�K�D�U�H�G����
“They’ve taught me to be a better 
grandmother, a better mother, a better 
wife, a better person for myself, to feel 
how great I can be as a woman.” 

The seed of cocoa is now a seed of 
hope for women and for families in 
Venezuela. 

In Venezuela, high unemployment, low 
wages, gender-based discrimination 
and limited opportunities leave many 
women vulnerable and dependent 
on support. Without this support, 
they struggle to access even basic 
necessities like food, healthcare and 
education. 

Below:  A group of women taking part in the 
Federation of Cocoa Commerce training.
© SOS Children’s Villages Venezuela
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Hope grows in 
Somaliland

The once-reliable farming and pastoral systems 
that sustained generations have become 
unstable, leaving families struggling to produce 
food and generate income. 

Meanwhile, youth unemployment soars, with 
thousands of young people lacking access 
�W�R���M�R�E���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����V�N�L�O�O�V���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�U���®�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
support to start a business. 

These growing crises created an urgent need 
for innovative, sustainable solutions, not just to 
address food insecurity, but to enable young 
people to become leaders in climate resilience. 

That’s where the Green Project comes in! 

Families in displacement camps and vulnerable 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�H���®�Q�G�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���K�R�S�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
self-reliance, innovation, and climate-smart 
agriculture. 

Greenhouse farming, home gardens, and youth-
led environmental initiatives: this project is 
transforming lives while protecting our planet. 

“Before the Green Project, I never thought 
farming could be a career. Now, I see it as a 
business that can provide for my family and 
contribute to my country’s food security.”  - 
Khalid, a 25-year-old entrepreneur who now runs 
a hydroponic vegetable business. 

In every seed we plant, lies the promise 
of resilience, the power of innovation, 
and the hope of a greener future, led by 
the hands of Somaliland’s youth.

“
SOS Children’s Villages Somaliland

Families who once relied on food aid are now 
producing crops to feed themselves and their 
neighbours. 

���Ï�Ý�Þ�è���ì�Ö�è���ä�ã�Ø�Ú���ß�ê�è�é���Ö�ã���Ú�â�å�é�î�����Ú�á�Ù�����É�ä�ì���ì�Ú��
grow, we eat, and we share. We’re not waiting, 
we’re working.”  - Abdi, a proud greenhouse 
caretaker.

But the sustainable farming transformation 
doesn’t stop at the greenhouse. 

In home gardens across the camp, 15 families 
now harvest their own vegetables, reducing food 
insecurity and improving nutrition. 

“I used to wait for distributions. Now, I harvest 
with my own hands and help others.”  - a 
gardener.

The Green Project: harvesting hope

In Somaliland, where over 70% of the population 
depends on agriculture and livestock for their 
livelihoods, the reality of climate change, land 
degradation, and erratic rainfall is a growing 
threat. 

In the heart of Burco’s camp for internally 
displaced people, community-led 
hydroponic* greenhouses and home 
gardens are cultivating more than crops. 
The sustainable farming initiative is 
���Ü�Ý�é�Þ�ã�Ü���Û�ä�ä�Ù���Þ�ã�è�Ú�Ø�ê�ç�Þ�é�î�����Ø�ç�Ú�Ö�é�Þ�ã�Ü���ß�ä�×��
prospects, and helping a country become 
climate change resilient. 

*What is ‘hydroponics’? Hydroponics is a way 
of growing crops by using nutrient-enriched 
water, instead of soil. It’s more climate-friendly, 
for example it uses less water than traditional 
farming.

Image:  A woman smiling inside a large greenhouse, Somaliland. © Anne Kidmose
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This year, give a gift that makes a 
real impact. 

Our Christmas gift guide showcases small and medium UK businesses who each give back 
to SOS Children’s Villages all year round. By supporting businesses that support us, your 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�O���P�D�N�H���D���G�L�¬�H�U�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W��
them from growing up alone. 

Sustainable Gift Card 
Ecoswap 

Looking for a meaningful gift that’s 
kind to both people and the planet? 
Ecoswap makes gifting easy with 
digital gift cards that can be spent 
across a selection of ethical, eco-
friendly, and sustainable brands. 
From everyday essentials to special 
treats, your recipient gets the 
freedom of choice while you give the 
gift of impact. 

This Christmas, enjoy 10% 
�R�¬���(�F�R�V�Z�D�S���J�L�I�W���F�D�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K���F�R�G�H��
SOS10. 

Price: From £10

ecoswap.uk/sos

Red Agate Agnes Beads 
Necklace and Earrings 
Lines & Current 

Christmas is the perfect time to treat 
that special person in your life with 
a timeless piece of jewellery. Lines 
& Current’s new red agate pieces 
are a quiet kind of bold. The natural 
striped agate beads are polished, 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�L�H�F�H���L�V���®�Q�L�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D��
handmade clasp.

���������R�I���S�U�R�®�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�O�O���/�L�Q�H�V���	��
�&�X�U�U�H�Q�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���D�U�H���G�R�Q�D�W�H�G���W�R��
�6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V��

Price: From £45.00

linesandcurrent.com 



1414

If you own, or work for, a small business, please consider 
supporting us today!

Visit: www. soschildrensvillages.org.uk/partner-with-us/sme-club/

Winter Warmer Gift Set  
From Babies with Love 

Convey your warmest wishes 
of appreciation with this gift 
set, which includes a hand-
�®�Q�L�V�K�H�G���n�<�R�X�o�U�H���D���6�W�D�U�o���P�X�J����
Fairtrade and organic hot 
�F�K�R�F�R�O�D�W�H���°�D�N�H�V�����D�Q�G���D���n�6�R�X�S��
for Good’ book. With every 
sip, you give a heart-warming 
�n�<�R�X�o�U�H���D���6�W�D�U�o���P�H�V�V�D�J�H������

�6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���L�V��
�R�Q�H���R�I���W�Z�R���F�K�D�U�L�W�L�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K��
�E�H�Q�H�®�W�V���I�U�R�P�������������R�I��
�S�U�R�®�W�V���R�I���)�U�R�P���%�D�E�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K��
�/�R�Y�H�o�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V����

Price: From £59.95

�6�W�X�¬�H�O���%�D�J��
�6�W�X�¬�H�O

�6�W�X�¬�H�O���E�D�J�V���R�S�H�Q���°�D�W���O�L�N�H���D���S�O�D�\�P�D�W���V�R��
children can spread out their toys, then 
a handy drawstring scoops everything 
back up again, making tidy-up a breeze. 
Lovingly handmade in the UK, every 
�6�W�X�¬�H�O���L�V���E�X�L�O�W���W�R���O�D�V�W���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H�V���D��
beautiful, practical, and sustainable gift.  

�6�W�X�¬�H�O���Z�L�O�O���G�R�Q�D�W�H���~�����W�R���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V��
�9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���R�U�G�H�U���S�O�D�F�H�G���E�\���W�K�H��
�H�Q�G���R�I���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��
�n�6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�o���D�W���F�K�H�F�N�R�X�W��

Price: From £29.00

Star of Bethlehem 
Collection
�%�O�X�H���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J����

Send a sign of love and 
hope this Christmas with 
the eye-catching Star 
of Bethlehem Collection 
and the Hope Collection. 
Through this, Blue Building 
Environmental Organisation 
is showcasing their 
dedication and solidarity 
with vulnerable children 
across the world.  

�%�O�X�H���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���G�R�Q�D�W�H�V���D��
�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�U�R�®�W�V���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H�V�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���6�2�6��
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V����

Price: From £19.95

blue-building.org �V�W�X�¬�H�O���F�R���X�N frombabieswithlove.org
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�Ô�ä�ê�ã�Ü���á�Ú�Ö�Ù�Ú�ç�è�����Ü�Ý�é��
climate change 
Across the world, young people are stepping up to protect their 
�Ø�ä�â�â�ê�ã�Þ�é�Þ�Ú�è���Û�ç�ä�â���é�Ý�Ú���Ú���Ú�Ø�é�è���ä�Û���Ø�á�Þ�â�Ö�é�Ú���Ø�Ý�Ö�ã�Ü�Ú�����Ï�Ý�Ú���À�Ø�ä���¾�Ý�Ö�â�å�Þ�ä�ã�è��
programme, supported by our partner Baringa, turns one young person’s 
idea into collective action.

Through mentoring, training and start-up funding, young leaders from 
vulnerable communities are tackling climate challenges head-on, from 
reforestation to renewable energy. 

Take our ‘Climate Action’ quiz to see how much you know about climate 
impact.

Back cover image: A young woman pours water on plants, Ethiopia. © Petterik Wiggers
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