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Living in Ethiopia’s drought-stricken Yabello district with her three children, Amina faced overwhelming 
challenges.  

That changed when, along with 150 other families, she received training from SOS Children’s Villages 
in sustainable gardening, livestock management, and beekeeping. With this knowledge, Amina has 
improved her family’s diet and generated income by selling produce at the market. Despite ongoing 
hardships, she is now building a more secure and hopeful future for her family. 

We’ve changed the names of all children and some featured adults in this magazine to protect their 
identities . 

Front cover image: A mother and her son standing outside their house, Rwanda. © Oliver Rubibi

Above image: �¼�â�Þ�ã�Ö���Ý�Ö�å�å�Þ�á�î���è�Ý�ä�ì�è���Ý�Ú�ç�����ç�è�é���Ý�Ö�ç�ë�Ú�è�é�����À�é�Ý�Þ�ä�å�Þ�Ö����© Solomon Bahru
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Dear Supporters, 

I’m pleased to welcome you to this spring edition of our 
Family Matters magazine. As the warmth of the season 
�X�Q�I�R�O�G�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���X�V�����L�W���V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V���D���®�W�W�L�Q�J���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U���R�I���K�R�Z��
essential a safe, loving home truly is for every child. A 
place where they feel secure, valued, and able to dream  
of a brighter future. 

For many children, however, this is far from assured. It 
�P�D�\���E�H���D���P�H�P�R�U�\���O�R�V�W���W�R���F�R�Q�°�L�F�W�����D���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�O�\��
broken, or a hope that seems just out of reach.  

At SOS Children’s Villages, our conviction is clear: every 
child deserves to feel secure, loved, and rooted in a family. 
That principle lies at the heart of every story inside this edition of Family Matters. 

We believe society’s commitment to families, through policy, economic support, and community, 
is not just a matter of compassion but of justice . Children are our future and must not be 
overlooked when decisions are made.  

�$�W���6�2�6���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�o�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�����Z�H���V�H�H���®�U�V�W�K�D�Q�G���W�K�H��urgent need for action  so that no child grows 
up deprived of the love and care that a safe and nurturing home brings.  

�,�Q�V�L�G�H���W�K�H�V�H���S�D�J�H�V�����\�R�X�o�O�O���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���®�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�\���E�D�F�N���W�R���R�Q�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�����D�Q�G��
children reclaiming their sense of belonging against all odds. On page 13, for example, 
�Ö�������‘�î�Ú�Ö�ç�‘�ä�á�Ù���×�ä�î���Û�ç�ä�â���Î�ê�Ù�Ö�ã���Ú�í�å�á�Ö�Þ�ã�è���Ý�ä�ì���Ý�Þ�è���Û�Ö�â�Þ�á�î���Ý�Ö�è�����Ú�Ù���Ø�ä�ã���Þ�Ø�é���ã�ä�é���ß�ê�è�é���ä�ã�Ø�Ú���×�ê�é��
twice, reminding us that a child’s right to stability is as fragile as it is essential. 

In Ukraine (page 5), we see how the laughter of play can transform a sterile hospital into a 
comforting refuge  for children like Yaroslava and Vlad, proving that “home” can be recreated 
even in the most unexpected places. 

�<�R�X�o�O�O���D�O�V�R���®�Q�G���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���H�[�W�U�D�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���H�¬�R�U�W���D�Q�G���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H�����V�L�E�O�L�Q�J�V���&�D�U�O�R�V���D�Q�G���)�H�O�L�S�H���L�Q��
Venezuela (page 12) who, despite overwhelming obstacles, are reunited with family; or Jamil in 
Tanzania (pages 3 & 4), whose return to his extended family at age 14 shows that  it’s never too 
late  to discover the transformative power of going home. 

There is no denying that rising costs and global economic pressures weigh heavily on families 
already struggling to survive (pages 9 & 10). The reality is that every pound we raise must 
stretch further  to ensure children’s most fundamental rights are not compromised.  

Your support has never been more critical. 

With gratitude,

Alison Wallace 
CEO, SOS Children’s Villages UK

P.S. The updates you’re about to read are only possible because of the compassion and 
dedication of people like you. Whether you’ve been with us for years or have just started your 
journey with us, thank you. Together, we continue to champion children’s right to a loving 
home – and by doing so, we shape a future where hope and security await every child.
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You
Know?

The process that Jamil went through to 
reunite with his biological family is known 
as “Reintegration”. This is when we help 
children return to their families after being 
in an alternative care setting, such as an 
SOS Children’s Village or in foster care. This 
makes sure they grow up in a safe and loving 
environment, and that we can continue to 
provide support to children and their families 
as they build their future together.
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Life in Farida’s house is never dull, especially since her nephew, Jamil, moved in. “He is truly a 
comedian,”  Farida says with a smile. “He can make the whole family burst into laughter.” 

At 14 years old, Jamil has brought joy and energy into the household. But his journey home was not 
an easy one. After spending his childhood in an SOS Children’s Village in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 
he was reunited with his biological family two years ago. “I am so glad he lives with us now,”  says 
Farida. “I feel like his mother, as if I gave birth to him myself. He calls me ‘Mom’, and it brings me 
so much joy.” 

Did

�¼���Ù�Þ���Ø�ê�á�é���è�é�Ö�ç�é��

Jamil never knew his mother, she passed away 
during childbirth. His family, already struggling 
�®�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\�����I�R�X�Q�G���L�W���G�L�±�F�X�O�W���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���I�R�U���K�L�P����

“He became so thin. He was just skin and 
bones,” recalls Farida. 

At just one year old, Jamil was placed in an 
orphanage, where he lived until he turned four, 
when he moved to the SOS Children’s Village in 
Dar es Salaam for a more stable life.  

While living there, the trauma from his early 
experiences sometimes came out as frustration 
and anger, but with support from an SOS 
Children’s Villages psychologist, Jamil learned 
to understand his emotions and set healthy 
boundaries. 

Finding his way back 

SOS Children’s Villages believes children 
should stay connected to their roots wherever 
possible. In Jamil’s case, our social workers 
traced his biological relatives and found his 
aunt, uncle, and grandmother. 

Jamil’s journey home 

Above image: Jamil with his auntie, grandmother and cousin sitting 
outside their home, Tanzania. © Anne Kidmose 



“I feel so happy when I see the children playing 
together. Now, we are one big family,” says 
72-year-old Tausi, his grandmother. 

Jamil especially enjoys playing football with his 
9-year-old cousin. 

Looking ahead 

Although he no longer lives in the Dar es Salaam 
Village, Jamil is still supported by SOS Children’s 
Villages at every step. His school fees, materials, 
and health insurance are provided for, and social 
workers continue to check in on him regularly. 

�-�D�P�L�O�o�V���V�W�R�U�\���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H�����O�R�Y�H�����D�Q�G���®�Q�G�L�Q�J��
a place to call home.

When Jamil was 11, he was asked if he wanted 
to visit his family. He immediately said yes. From 
then on, he spent school holidays in Mkuranga, 
forming bonds with his relatives. 

Before he could move home permanently, SOS 
Children’s Villages ensured his family was ready. 
His uncle had secured stable work as a driver, 
making it possible to support him. 

“Jamil stayed with the family during the 2022 
Christmas holiday, and when it was over, we 
asked him if he was ready to move back home 
permanently. He didn’t hesitate to say yes,” 
says Godson Tony, an SOS Children’s Villages 
�è�é�Ö�����â�Ú�â�×�Ú�ç���Þ�ã���Ï�Ö�ã�ï�Ö�ã�Þ�Ö����

A new chapter 

Since moving home, Jamil has fully settled into 
life with his family. 

Scan the QR code 
to download our Family 
Connections Pack and discover 
how family is more than just those 
we live with, it’s the love, support, and 
moments we share that bring us closer 
together.  

Whether you want simple ideas for 
quality time or ways to strengthen your 
family bonds, this pack is designed 
to help you create more meaningful 
moments today!
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“
Jamil

I can feel that my family cares about me. 
That’s why I’ve been so happy since I 

moved here.

Image below: Jamil and his cousin, fetching water, 
Tanzania. © Anne Kidmose 

Above image: Jamil with his auntie and grandmother standing outside 
their home, Tanzania. © Anne Kidmose 



A home away from home

Supporting Ukraine’s injured children 

Since 2022 alone, over 1,700 Ukrainian 
children have been wounded, and at least 
659 have lost their lives. Those who survive 
face profound risks of abandonment, 
institutionalisation and exploitation. 

What does home mean to you? Is it the four walls where you 
lay your head each night, or is it more of a feeling – a sense 
of warmth, security, and belonging? Maybe it’s the smell of 
a familiar meal, the comforting hum of everyday life, or the 
knowledge that someone is there to care for you.  

For many children around the world, this sense of ‘home’ can 
be fragile or missing entirely.  

That’s why we’re here. Because every child deserves to grow up feeling supported, loved and cared 
for. To this end, our teams transform even the most unlikely settings into nurturing spaces, often 
in the most challenging of circumstances.  

SOS Children’s Villages in Ukraine has now set 
out to support more than 600 of these injured 
children through medical care, rehabilitation, 
�å�ç�ä�è�é�Ý�Ú�é�Þ�Ø�è�������ã�Ö�ã�Ø�Þ�Ö�á���Ö�è�è�Þ�è�é�Ö�ã�Ø�Ú�����Ö�ã�Ù��
emotional and legal aid.  

At Kyiv’s Okhmatdyt Children’s Hospital, 
they’ve already built two bright, child-friendly 
�å�á�Ö�î���Ö�ç�Ú�Ö�è�����ä���Ú�ç�Þ�ã�Ü���Ø�ä�á�ä�ê�ç���Ö�ã�Ù���Ø�ä�â�Û�ä�ç�é���Þ�ã��
a space where hundreds of children spend 
weeks or months recovering.  

“Often, children who come to us for 
�é�ç�Ú�Ö�é�â�Ú�ã�é�����ã�Ù���é�Ý�Ú�â�è�Ú�á�ë�Ú�è���Þ�ã���Ö���×�á�Ö�Ø�à�‘�Ö�ã�Ù�‘
white everyday life,” says General Director of 
the hospital, Dr. Volodymyr Zhovnir. 

Nine-year-old Yaroslava was trapped under debris when 
a missile struck her building. After multiple surgeries and 
heavy blood loss, she’s learning to walk again, supported 
�×�î���Î�Ê�Î���¾�Ý�Þ�á�Ù�ç�Ú�ã���è���Ñ�Þ�á�á�Ö�Ü�Ú�è���Þ�ã���Ð�à�ç�Ö�Þ�ã�Ú���ì�Þ�é�Ý�����ã�Ö�ã�Ø�Þ�Ö�á��
support for her family, and with a laptop for her studies.  

Another child, Vlad, sustained a severe head injury 
and endured a 15-day delay before receiving help. He 
now battles headaches and insomnia but, thanks to 
rehabilitation support, is on the path to recovery.  For 
children like Yaroslava and Vlad, access to a space where 
they feel at home and can simply play, even while in 
hospital, is vital to their recovery. 

In July 2024, Okhmatdyt Hospital was bombed. Although 
the children’s play areas were thankfully spared, two 
people tragically lost their lives. Through it all, these safe 
spaces stand as a vital “home away from home,” helping 
children reclaim the freedom to play, learn, and heal.

Now there are many more 
children’s smiles and laughter.

“
Dr. Volodymyr Zhovnir
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Image to the right: Yaroslava in recovery, Ukraine. 
© SOS Children’s Villages Ukraine 



Image above: �¼���Ü�ç�ä�ê�å���ä�Û���Ø�Ý�Þ�á�Ù�ç�Ú�ã���Ù�ä�Þ�ã�Ü���Ö���Ø�ç�Ú�Ö�é�Þ�ë�Ú��
�Ö�Ø�é�Þ�ë�Þ�é�î���Þ�ã���é�Ý�Ú���Ç�Þ�è���¾�Ú�ã�é�ç�Ú�����½�ç�Ö�ï�Þ�á����© SOS Children’s 
Villages Brazil
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�¼�����Ý�ä�â�Ú�����Û�ä�ç���Ø�ä�â�â�ê�ã�Þ�é�î���Þ�ã���½�ç�Ö�ï�Þ�á��

In the rural community of Araçoiaba, Brazil, the 
Lis Centre is a lifeline for families, children and 
young people alike.  

Every day, children aged 
6–14 have access to a 
safe place, with after-
school workshops to 
help with reading and 
learning, and a breakfast 
club so they start their 
day safe and fed. Older 
children and young 
�å�Ú�ä�å�á�Ú���×�Ú�ã�Ú���é���Û�ç�ä�â��
employability sessions 
that open doors to 
brighter prospects.  

�Î�é�Ö�����Ö�á�è�ä���â�Ö�à�Ú���ç�Ú�Ü�ê�á�Ö�ç���Ý�ä�â�Ú���ë�Þ�è�Þ�é�è���é�ä���è�ê�å�å�ä�ç�é��
at-risk families, providing a safe space to 
discuss sensitive issues such as domestic 
violence or mental health, connecting them 
with specialised local services when needed.  

The Centre also serves 330 people each 
month with weekly health consultations, blood 
tests, and vaccinations, as well as empowering 
families through income-generation 
workshops. 

Today, the Lis Centre stands as a beacon of 
hope in Araçoiaba. Within its walls, we are 
not only creating a safe space for children to 
thrive but also supporting families in creating 
�Ý�ä�â�Ú�è���é�Ý�Ö�é���Ö�ç�Ú���è�Ö�Û�Ú�����è�ê�å�å�ä�ç�é�Ú�Ù�����Ö�ã�Ù�����á�á�Ú�Ù���ì�Þ�é�Ý��
love.

The fantastic success of the Lis Centre was 
made possible with support from Michael 
Hewitt in honour of his late wife, Professor Lis 
Mosekilde.



As a baby, Busi was severely malnourished, spending 
months in hospital. When she came to Thandi, her SOS 
Children’s Villages caregiver, she used her expertise to 
help Busi recover. With nutrient-rich broths, soups and 
daily vitamins, Busi regained her strength, started to 
walk and soon joined the other children in play. 

Today, Busi is thriving in primary school, where she 
enjoys reciting poems, singing and dancing. “I love 
school, dancing, my brothers and sisters and most of 
all, Mama Thandi!”  Busi says.

Thank you to TCC Foundation for making this innovative and impactful work possible. 

Image above: Busi dancing with her brothers 
and sisters , South Africa. © SOS Children’s 
Villages South Africa

Nourishing futures in South Africa

Banner image: �¼���Û�Ö�â�Þ�á�î���Ø�Ú�á�Ú�×�ç�Ö�é�Ú���é�Ý�Ú���Û�ç�ê�Þ�é���é�Ý�Ú�î���Ý�Ö�ë�Ú���Ü�ç�ä�ì�ã���Ö�ã�Ù���Ý�Ö�ç�ë�Ú�è�é�Ú�Ù�����Î�ä�ê�é�Ý���¼�Û�ç�Þ�Ø�Ö����
© SOS Children’s Villages South Africa

Food is much more than sustenance; it’s a 
way to create lasting memories and nurture 
a sense of belonging. In South Africa, the 
Nourishing Futures project brings this 
feeling to life for children and families facing 
food insecurity. 

�:�L�W�K���P�D�O�Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���D�¬�H�F�W�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�\���\�R�X�Q�J��
lives, SOS Children’s Villages is taking a new 
approach to improve nutrition and health 
outcomes in South Africa.  

The project addresses immediate hunger 
relief by providing daily meals for children and 
young people, giving them the energy to learn 
and play. Meanwhile, parents and caregivers 
receive essential training in kitchen safety, food 
storage, and nutrition, giving them the skills to 
prepare healthy, budget-friendly meals. 

Beyond daily meals, communities are being 
transformed through sustainable food 
gardens. New gardens are being established, 
and existing ones enhanced, to support local 
families.  

These gardens provide fresh vegetables, fruits, 
herbs and have become a space where families 
grow food together, share skills, and connect. 
Through this, children learn the joy of planting, 
tending, and harvesting, reconnecting with the 
simple pleasure of growing their own food. 

By making nutritious food accessible and 
involving families in its production, the 
Nourishing Futures project reinforces the 
essence of home – where love, care, and 
community come together on every plate. 

One in four South African 
children face hunger 

64%  of South African 
household’s face food 
insecurity

25% of children, up to the 
�D�J�H���R�I���®�Y�H�����L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D��
�D�U�H���V�W�X�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G���V�X�¬�H�U��
wasting due to malnutrition 
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others 

 A lasting legacy transforms lives in 
�È�ä�ï�Ö�â�×�Þ�æ�ê�Ú

Creating safe, child-friendly environments 

For children who are waiting to reunite with 
their families, or for those for whom returning to 
their families is not possible or safe, this legacy 
gift has also transformed each SOS Children’s 
Village into an even more enriching community.  

Improving homes and strengthening 
families 

Through this donation, essential repairs have 
rejuvenated family homes. New kitchen and 
bathroom equipment, fresh interior paint, and 
upgraded doors and locks have created cleaner, 
safer, and more comfortable living conditions.  

For families facing economic challenges, part of 
the donation also helped reinforce household 
�E�X�G�J�H�W�V�����U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�V���R�I���L�Q�°�D�W�L�R�Q����
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For children growing up in alternative care 
of any kind, the chance to reunite with their 
biological families is life changing. SOS 
Children’s Villages works to make this happen 
wherever it is safe and possible.  

In Mozambique, an extraordinary legacy gift 
has opened the door to new beginnings, giving 
children and young people renewed hope and 
security.  

Across four SOS Children’s Villages – Maputo, 
�%�H�L�U�D�����3�H�P�E�D�����D�Q�G���7�H�W�H���s���W�K�L�V���V�H�O�°�H�V�V���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
is creating profound, lasting change that will be 
felt for generations to come. 

Reuniting children with their families 

Sometimes children are placed in alternative 
care by their biological family due to challenges 
like economic hardship, health issues, or unsafe 
�K�R�P�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���L�W���G�L�±�F�X�O�W��
for families to provide the necessary support. 
We believe that every child’s ideal home is 
with their own family, and where a biological 
family can be found, we work to reunite them 
whenever it is safe to do so. 

Thanks to this legacy gift, 16 children have now 
reunited with their biological families, while 11 
young people have gained the independence 
and support they need to begin living on their 
own.  

Transportation assistance, guidance with 
guardianship processes, and educational 
support have all played vital roles in smoothing 
these transitions, making sure that children 
return to loving, stable environments and 
that young people step into adulthood with 
�F�R�Q�®�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���R�S�W�L�P�L�V�P����

Leave a 
legacy of hope  
To this generous legacy donor and his 
family, we extend our deepest gratitude. 
Your kindness goes beyond borders and 
will stretch for generations, ensuring that 
children in Mozambique not only return to 
safe and loving homes but can also grow, 
�O�H�D�U�Q�����D�Q�G���°�R�X�U�L�V�K��

�7�R���®�Q�G���R�X�W���P�R�U�H���D�Q�G���G�R�Z�Q�O�R�D�G���R�X�U���I�U�H�H��
�J�X�L�G�H�����Y�L�V�L�W����www.soschildrensvillages.
org.uk/leave-a-gift-in-your-will/

Banner image: A mother holding her son at a local market, Mozambique . © Cornel van Heerden



Did
You

Know?

Rising costs, rising needs
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�$�V���Z�H���D�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�����L�Q�°�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���M�X�V�W���D���K�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H�����L�W�o�V���D���U�H�D�O�L�W�\���W�K�D�W��
shows up in food bills, energy costs, and everyday expenses. While 
many families can cut back on non-essentials or postpone a purchase, 
those in the most vulnerable circumstances cannot, and children often 
�V�X�¬�H�U���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���Z�K�H�Q���S�U�L�F�H�V���F�O�L�P�E������

When the cost of running a home becomes unmanageable, families 
can be forced to make impossible decisions such as skipping meals or 
removing their child from education. In extreme cases they may even 
lose their children.

In the UK, where consumer prices have risen more than 20%, the sting 
of rising costs has hit families hard, and globally, the situation is just 
as urgent. As the price of essential goods goes up, many households 
simply can’t keep up.  

How this impacts children 

�,�Q�°�D�W�L�R�Q���K�L�W�V���K�D�U�G�H�V�W���Z�K�H�U�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���I�H�Z�H�V�W���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����:�K�H�Q���S�U�L�F�H�V���V�X�U�J�H�����F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I�W�H�Q��
eat smaller meals or skip them altogether. Regular check-ups with the doctor or dentist become 
rare, and school supplies quickly turn into a luxury that’s out of reach – impacting a child’s ability to 
access education.  

Over time, children who lack proper nutrition are more likely to experience health issues, struggle 
academically, and miss out on future opportunities. If rising costs make it too expensive to keep a 
home running, families can be torn apart completely.  

United KingdomZambiaSouth Africa

Electricity increase Bread increase Fuel increase

126%

82%

147%

34%

52%

38%

12%

14%
40%

As always we are so grateful to all of our generous 
�Ù�ä�ã�ä�ç�è���Ö�ã�Ù���è�ê�å�å�ä�ç�é�Ú�ç�è�����Ã�ä�ì�Ú�ë�Ú�ç�����é�Ý�Ú���Ú���Ú�Ø�é�è���ä�Û��
�Þ�ã���Ö�é�Þ�ä�ã���Ö�á�è�ä���è�é�ç�Ú�é�Ø�Ý���é�ä���ä�ê�ç���å�ç�ä�Ü�ç�Ö�â�â�Ú�è���ì�ä�ç�á�Ù�ì�Þ�Ù�Ú����
Simply put, every pound donated doesn’t go as 
far as it once did �����Ö�ã�Ù���Þ�é���è���â�ä�ç�Ú���Ù�Þ���Ø�ê�á�é���é�ä���Ø�ä�ë�Ú�ç��
both immediate needs, like food and shelter, and 
long-term development projects, family support and 
mental health support.
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Cash support: We help cover urgent bills 
such as food, rent, utilities, or medical 
expenses. 

Helping Josephine tackle 
rising costs

Josephine (42), a widow and mother of four in 
Tema Newtown, Ghana, struggled after her husband 
died. She was unemployed and felt unable to care 
for her children, so she enrolled in the SOS Children’s 
Village’s Family Strengthening programme. Now she runs 
�K�H�U���R�Z�Q���V�K�R�S�����E�X�W���L�Q�°�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V����

“Financially, it is challenging for me and my family. My 
�è�é�ä�ç�Ú���Þ�è���è�ê���Ú�ç�Þ�ã�Ü���Û�ç�ä�â���é�Ý�Ú���Ø�ê�ç�ç�Ú�ã�é���Ú�Ø�ä�ã�ä�â�Þ�Ø���è�Þ�é�ê�Ö�é�Þ�ä�ã����
My customers are struggling as prices continue to rise. 
Due to the high prices on the market, they can no longer 
�Ö���ä�ç�Ù���é�Ý�Ú�Þ�ç���×�Ö�è�Þ�Ø���Û�ä�ä�Ù���Þ�é�Ú�â�è��������

SOS Children’s Villages Ghana director, Alexander Kekula 
says, ���½�Ú�Û�ä�ç�Ú���é�Ý�Ú���Þ�ã���Ö�é�Þ�ä�ã�����Ö���á�ä�Ö�Û���ä�Û���×�ç�Ú�Ö�Ù���Ø�ä�è�é���!���Ø�Ú�Ù�Þ����
now it is more than 20 cedi. Rising prices also reduce the 
�æ�ê�Ö�á�Þ�é�î���ä�Û���ä�ê�ç���å�ç�ä�Ü�ç�Ö�â�â�Ú�è�����Ò�Ú���Ý�Ö�ë�Ú���Û�Ú�ì�Ú�ç���ç�Ú�è�ä�ê�ç�Ø�Ú�è����
�ì�Ý�Þ�Ø�Ý���â�Ö�à�Ú�è���Þ�é���Ù�Þ���Ø�ê�á�é���é�ä���à�Ú�Ú�å���Ö�á�á���ä�Û���ä�ê�ç���å�ç�ä�â�Þ�è�Ú�è������

Still, Josephine remains hopeful, thanks to the skills she 
learned.  

Thanks to SOS Children’s Villages, 
not only have I been able to build my 
business, but my family is also much 
stronger now.

“
Josephine 

Above image: Josephine 
standing in front of her shop , 
Ghana. © Lydia Mantler

Employability and vocational training: 
Parents increase income through skill-building 
workshops, job placements, and small 
business start-up support. 

School supplies:  We provide uniforms, 
textbooks, and other materials to keep 
children in school. 

Family strengthening: Counselling, 
parenting workshops, and community 
networks, help parents cope with stress.

How we help families cope 

Children have a right to grow up in safe, supportive homes, even when economic conditions are tough. As 
�W�K�H���F�R�V�W���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���U�L�V�H�����Z�H���W�D�L�O�R�U���R�X�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�R���H�D�F�K���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�o�V���Q�H�H�G�V����



Supporting refugees in Armenia

In Armenia, there are now 101,848 people displaced from 
Nagorno-Karabakh, including more than 30,000 children.

�É�Ö�Ü�ä�ç�ã�ä���Æ�Ö�ç�Ö�×�Ö�à�Ý�����Ö���Ù�Þ�è�å�ê�é�Ú�Ù���é�Ú�ç�ç�Þ�é�ä�ç�î�����ì�Ö�è���Û�ä�ç���Ù�Ú�Ø�Ö�Ù�Ú�è���é�Ý�Ú���Û�ä�Ø�ê�è���ä�Û���Ö���Ø�ä�ã���Þ�Ø�é���×�Ú�é�ì�Ú�Ú�ã��
�¼�ç�â�Ú�ã�Þ�Ö���Ö�ã�Ù���¼�ï�Ú�ç�×�Ö�Þ�ß�Ö�ã�������Ä�ã���Î�Ú�å�é�Ú�â�×�Ú�ç���������������¼�ï�Ú�ç�×�Ö�Þ�ß�Ö�ã�Þ���Û�ä�ç�Ø�Ú�è���é�ä�ä�à���é�Ý�Ú���é�Ú�ç�ç�Þ�é�ä�ç�î�����ç�Ú�è�ê�á�é�Þ�ã�Ü���Þ�ã��
�Ý�ê�Ü�Ú���ã�ê�â�×�Ú�ç�è���ä�Û���é�Ý�Ú���â�Ö�ß�ä�ç�Þ�é�î���Ú�é�Ý�ã�Þ�Ø���¼�ç�â�Ú�ã�Þ�Ö�ã���å�ä�å�ê�á�Ö�é�Þ�ä�ã�����Ú�Ú�Þ�ã�Ü��������

In response to the crisis in 2023, they initially 
launched an emergency project, providing vital 
mental health services, psychosocial support, 
and essential items like clothes and shoes. 

�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H�V�H���H�¬�R�U�W�V�����J�D�S�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q�����D�V���P�D�Q�\��
refugee families still lack basic furnishings to 
create safe and stable homes. This is now the 
focus for SOS Children’s Villages Armenia. 

By creating safe homes, they hope to make 
sure that displaced children receive consistent 
care, education, and psychosocial support. 
This commitment not only protects young lives 
from separation and abandonment but also 
empowers families to overcome the challenges 
of displacement, building resilient communities 
where every child can grow up safe and cared 
for. 

Holding on to home 

The children of refugees from Nagorno-Karabakh 
�I�D�F�H���V�L�J�Q�L�®�F�D�Q�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�D�O���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�����$�I�W�H�U��
years of emotional and physical trauma, many 
now struggle with Post-traumatic Stress Disorder, 
grief, depression, and anxiety.  

Addressing these issues requires an holistic 
approach, including counselling, psychosocial 
support, and trauma therapy. These children 
also face disrupted education as they adjust 
to unfamiliar schools without former friends or 
teachers, placing them at high risk of academic 
decline and dropout.  

A home amid uncertainty 

SOS Children’s Villages in Armenia has long been 
at the forefront of humanitarian action in the 
country. 

Image above: �À�Ù�ê�Ö�ç�Ù���è�é�Ö�ã�Ù�Þ�ã�Ü���Þ�ã���é�Ý�Ú���è�é�ç�Ú�Ú�é���ì�Þ�é�Ý���Ý�Þ�è���×�ç�ä�é�Ý�Ú�ç���Ö�ã�Ù���è�Þ�è�é�Ú�ç�è, 
Armenia.  © SOS Children’s Villages Armenia11

“I miss our house and my 
toys. I miss my school 
and my friends. I want to 
go back home.

Eduard, a young Nagorno-Karabakh 
refugee whose family receives support 
from SOS Children’s Villages.  



A journey home for Carlos and Felipe 

After two long years apart, siblings Carlos (9) 
and Felipe (12) have been joyfully reunited with 
their family in Venezuela through the A Tu Lado 
(On Your Side) project.  

After arriving in Colombia with their father from 
Venezuela, they were sadly separated from 
him, leaving them isolated and vulnerable in a 
foreign country. 

Their lives took a hopeful turn when a 
compassionate woman took them in. But, upon 
enrolling them in school, she learned that their 
legal status needed formalising. She contacted 
�W�K�H���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���Z�K�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�®�H�G���&�D�U�O�R�V��
and Felipe as unaccompanied migrant children 
separated from their family. 

Their case was referred to SOS Children’s 
�9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�X�Q�L�®�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���Z�D�V���V�H�W��
in motion. 

The approach was holistic, focusing on the 
children’s safety, addressing their health and 
psychological needs, securing their legal status, 
and reuniting them with their family. 

Finally, their mother, aunt and grandmother were 
�I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���9�H�Q�H�]�X�H�O�D�����D�Q�G���R�Q�F�H���L�W���Z�D�V���F�R�Q�®�U�P�H�G��
that they could provide a safe environment, 
preparations for the reunion began. 

Cindy from SOS Children’s Villages Colombia 
�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�X�Q�L�R�Q���D�V���O�L�I�H���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J�����p�:�K�H�Q��
the siblings saw their mum, aunt, grandmother, 
and cousins, their happiness was immense.”  

Felipe’s words sum up the deep impact of going 
�K�R�P�H�����p�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���P�H���E�D�F�N���W�R���P�\��
family; I will never be alone again.” 

Today, Carlos and Felipe have resumed their 
education, returned to playing football, and are 
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D���I�X�W�X�U�H���®�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���K�R�S�H��

“Thank you for bringing me 
back to my family; I will never 

be alone again.

Felipe

Around the world, SOS Children’s Villages 
is evolving to better support children and 
communities by shifting increasingly from 
traditional ‘Village’ based care to community-
based models such as foster and kinship care 
(where children live with their extended family).  

In Brazil, this change began over a decade 
ago, transforming Village facilities into warm, 
supportive hubs through projects such as 
‘Shoulder-to-Shoulder’ in Rio de Janeiro. 

This supports Venezuelan refugee women, 
often single mothers facing unemployment and 
�L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�\���R�¬�H�U�L�Q�J���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���V�H�Z�L�Q�J����
tailoring, and crafts. 

SOS Children’s Villages embraces community-based care 

Women also come together in weekly talking 
circles, supporting each other and participating 
�L�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���R�Q���H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���®�Q�D�Q�F�H����

By repurposing its facilities, SOS Children’s 
�9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���%�U�D�]�L�O���R�¬�H�U�V���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���K�H�O�S���W�R��
Venezuelan refugees and strengthens the 
community. This approach brings hope, dignity, 
and shows how reimagined care can spark long-
term stability and prosperity. 

1212

Image above: Siblings Carlos and Felipe, hugging their 
grandmother, Colombia. © SOS Children’s Villages 
Colombia



In his own words: Mahdi’s journey 
through war 

13

At just 13 years old, Mahdi, whose family lived in SOS Children’s Villages Community Integrated 
�Ã�ä�ê�è�Þ�ã�Ü���Þ�ã���Î�ê�Ù�Ö�ã�����è�Ý�Ö�ç�Ú�è���Ý�Þ�è���å�Ú�ç�è�ä�ã�Ö�á���Ö�Ø�Ø�ä�ê�ã�é���ä�Û���á�Þ�Û�Ú���Ö�â�Þ�Ù���Ø�ä�ã���Þ�Ø�é�����Ä�ã���Ý�Þ�è���Ý�Ú�Ö�ç�é�Û�Ú�á�é���ã�Ö�ç�ç�Ö�é�Þ�ë�Ú�����Ý�Ú��
recounts the moment when war disrupted his life, the harrowing journeys on rough roads, and 
���Ú�Ú�é�Þ�ã�Ü���â�ä�â�Ú�ã�é�è���ä�Û���ã�ä�ç�â�Ö�á�Þ�é�î���Ö�â�Þ�Ù���Ø�Ý�Ö�ä�è������

“I was getting ready to go to school when Mama 
told me that there was a war. We sat down and 
watched the news on TV, where we saw soldiers 
carrying guns and shooting. I had heard about 
wars like the one between Russia and Ukraine, 
�V�R���,���G�L�G�Q�o�W���I�H�H�O���D�I�U�D�L�G���D�W���®�U�V�W�����%�X�W���O�D�W�H�U�����D���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
�S�O�D�Q�H���°�H�Z���D�E�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���®�U�L�Q�J������

At home, my siblings didn’t seem too scared, 
but soon we had to leave to Wad Madani. The 
�M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���Z�D�V���G�L�±�F�X�O�W�����Z�H���K�D�G���W�R���W�U�D�Y�H�O���R�Q���U�R�X�J�K����
hidden roads, rarely using the main ones. 

Along the way, we encountered armed groups 
wearing civilian clothes. They stopped our bus 
and searched through our bags, speaking in 
loud, angry voices.  

A little later, we came across another armed 
�J�U�R�X�S�����W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���L�Q���R�±�F�L�D�O���X�Q�L�I�R�U�P�V�����7�K�H�\���D�V�N�H�G��
about my older brothers, which made me really 
scared. My mom told them that we were all her 
children, and after that, they let us continue on 
our way. 

Later, we met other soldiers who were kinder. 
They didn’t search our bus, and one of them 
joked with me through the window, saying, 
“Come down and grab a gun, aren’t you a man?” 
Even though we had food packed for the road, I 
didn’t feel hungry.  

On the road, I saw lots of burnt cars and 
buildings destroyed by bombs. I was really 
worried about our home, my school, and my 
friends. 

We arrived in Madani and stayed in a house, 
but it wasn’t as nice as our home in Khartoum. I 
thought we would settle there for a while. I made 
new friends and joined a local football team. 

We played against other neighbourhood teams, 
and it felt a little like normal life again. But then 
my mum came to us again and said that war had 
arrived to where we are, so we had to leave for 
Kassala. 

Once again, we travelled in a bus through desert 
roads, and the journey felt endless. I don’t like 
Kassala because I can’t play football here. But 
I do like our house, it’s a bit like our home in 
Khartoum.  

Still, I can’t shake the feeling that war might start 
here too. If that happens, I guess we’ll have to 
move again. I don’t know where we’ll go next.”

Stop the war.“

Image: Mahdi running his hands through the plants in his garden, Sudan.  © SOS Children’s Villages Sudan

Mahdi



Hope after loss for Nishanthini  

�Ï�ì�ä���î�Ú�Ö�ç�è���Ö�Ü�ä������� �‘�î�Ú�Ö�ç�‘�ä�á�Ù���É�Þ�è�Ý�Ö�ã�é�Ý�Þ�ã�Þ���Û�ç�ä�â���É�Ö�Ü�Ö�å�Ö�é�é�Þ�ã�Ö�â�����Ä�ã�Ù�Þ�Ö�����è�ê���Ú�ç�Ú�Ù���é�Ý�Ú���Ý�Ú�Ö�ç�é�×�ç�Ú�Ö�à�Þ�ã�Ü��
loss of both her parents.  

Now, she lives with her grandmother and uncle Karthik, who love and care for her. But despite 
�é�Ý�Ú�Þ�ç���×�Ú�è�é���Ú���ä�ç�é�è�����Ö���ä�ç�Ù�Þ�ã�Ü���è�Ø�Ý�ä�ä�á���Û�Ú�Ú�è���ì�Ö�è���Ù�Þ���Ø�ê�á�é�����ì�Ý�Þ�Ø�Ý���Ø�Ö�è�é���Ù�ä�ê�×�é���ä�ã���é�Ý�Ú�Þ�ç���Ö�×�Þ�á�Þ�é�î���é�ä��
continue caring for her.  

Banner image: Nishanthini hugging her uncle and 
grandmother, Nagapattinam, India.  © Maisie 
Marshall
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���Á�ä�ç���é�Ý�Ú�����ç�è�é���é�ì�ä���î�Ú�Ö�ç�è�����ì�Ú���Ù�Þ�Ù���ã�ä�é���Ý�Ö�ë�Ú��
any support. But then we heard about SOS 
Children’s Villages and approached them. 
After enrolment into their Kinship Care 
Programme, SOS Children’s Villages started 
helping our beloved child,”  recalls her uncle. 

This programme helps children who have lost 
parental care stay with relatives, providing 
�®�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�R���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q��
grow up in a stable, nurturing environment. 

Like many girls in India, Nishanthini faced 
challenges in continuing her education, but she 
was determined. With her grandmother and 
uncle’s support, she kept learning. 

���Î�Þ�ã�Ø�Ú���Ä���Ù�ä�ã���é���Ý�Ö�ë�Ú���Ö���è�ê���Ø�Þ�Ú�ã�é���Þ�ã�Ø�ä�â�Ú���è�ä�ê�ç�Ø�Ú����
SOS Children’s Villages paid the school fee for 
Nishanthini,”  shares Karthik.  

This support enabled Nishanthini to continue in 
the same school as before, preventing her life 
from being further disrupted. 

Nishanthini has a creative spark, and discovered 
a love for dance this year. “I like painting, I 
like to draw, and I like English subjects,”  she 
shares.  

“This year I participated in the school’s Annual 
�¿�Ö�î���¿�Ö�ã�Ø�Ú���å�ç�ä�Ü�ç�Ö�â�â�Ú�����Ò�Ú���å�ç�Ö�Ø�é�Þ�è�Ú�Ù���Ù�Ö�ã�Ø�Ú��
for two to three weeks, and I like to wear new 
dresses.” 

SOS Children’s Villages also helped the 
family to create happy memories, essential 
for Nishanthini’s healing after losing both her 
parents so suddenly. 

“SOS Children’s Villages organised a movie 
screening in the theatre, arranged transport, 
and ensured the children’s safety. These 
activities help [the children] to socialise and 
support [them] to handle their lives normally 
�ì�Þ�é�Ý�ä�ê�é���Û�Ú�Ú�á�Þ�ã�Ü���Ù�Þ���Ú�ç�Ú�ã�é���Û�ç�ä�â���ä�é�Ý�Ú�ç�è������says 
Karthik. 

With the support of her family and SOS 
Children’s Villages, Nishanthini now looks 
forward to the future. ���Ò�Ý�Ú�ã���Ä���Ü�ç�ä�ì���ê�å�����Ä���ì�Ö�ã�é��
to become a teacher. I like teaching young 
children, and I like spending time with small 
kids. It makes me happy.” 
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