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As a child, you need someone who sees you — who stands by you no matter
what. Someone who holds you close when you are small and believes in you
when you are ready to step into the world.

However, 1 in 10 children and young people around the world are at risk of
growing up alone: separated from their families, neglected or forced to live in an
abusive environment.

7KH H-HFWV RI WKLV RIWHQ ODVW D OLIHWLPH FUHDWLQJ D KDUPIXO F\FOH WKDW UHSHDWYV IURP
one generation to the next. Together, we are here to break this cycle and prevent
LW IURP KDSSHQLQJ LQ WKH ®UVW SODFH

SOS Children’s Villages UK is part of a global federation operating in over 130
countries and territories. Founded in 1949, SOS Children’s Villages is the world’s
largest non-governmental organisation focused on supporting children and
young people without, or at risk of losing, parental care.

We go beyond meeting the physical needs of each child, focusing on ensuring

children have love and support. A positive and supportive childhood empowers

FKLOGUHQ WR GHYHORS WKH OLIH VNLOOV DQG UHVLOLHQFH WKH\ QHHG WR PRYH FRQ®GHQWO\ LQWR
adulthood.

Because when a child or young person is safe, loved and respected, they can

thrive. When they have healthy relationships, they can become their strongest
selves. This is why we’re here.

What we do

Our locally led operations assist and empower children, young people and
families in four main areas:

M Keeping families together. we support and strengthen
3 families who are under pressure, helping them to stay together.

Caring for children: we provide quality, alternative care
according to each child’s unique needs.

developing skills, we help young people to prepare for their

.H Youth employability and education:  through training and
IXWXUH DQG ®QG HPSOR\PHQW RU VHW XS EXVLQH

Protecting children in emergencies:  we support children
and families in crisis situations, helping with their physical and
psychological needs.
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WHERE WE WORK

In 2023, globally SOS Children’s
Villages federation as a whole:

Reached 2,993,600 children, young people
and adults

Worked in 136 countries and territories

Directly cared for 69,000 children and
young people

Supported 103,500 families

Provided training, education and mentoring
to 238,900 people

Assisted 1,385,800 people through
humanitarian action

Colour Key Countries/territories where SOS Children’s Countries/territories where SOS Children’s Villages
Villages was active in 2023, directly supported by was active in 2023, not directly supported by the UK
SOS Children’s Villages UK

Due to Russia being suspended from the SOS Children’s Villages Federation,
funding to Russia from the UK stopped in early 2023.




Progress towards our objectives
In 2023

In 2023, SOS Children’s Villages UK continued work towards our three-year strategic
framework (2022-2024). We made the following progress against the goals we set for
ourselves in support of our charitable purpose. More details of our work and achievements
can be found on pages 14 to 39.

Continue to support children who have lost parental care and families at risk
of breakdown, assisting partners to sustain programmes with longer-term
impacts, while developing resilience to respond to new crises as they emerge;

supporting families with livelihoods and resilience-related programmes;
continuing to develop education and employability programmes for young
people; and amplifying our impact by increasing the number of children,
families and communities we support.

In 2023, SOS Children’s Villages UK supported children and young people without parental
care or at risk of losing it, in 111 countries and territories around the world.

‘H FRQWLQXHG WR VWUHQJWKHQ DQG KHOS NHHS IDPLOLHV W
impacting 51,900 children and young people.

Responding to the unique needs of each family, we provided support in multiple ways,

for example helping families secure new sources of income and develop skills; ensuring
children remain in school; and protecting children’s physical and mental health. Through
projects focusing on healthcare, we reached over 17,200 people. We also worked with wider
communities to ensure children are better protected and communities have greater resilience
in the future.

Providing quality, alternative care remained a core part of our work. In 2023, 6,722 UK donors
directly supported over 4,194 children across 431 locations. In response to programme
changes in some locations, greater emphasis was given to moving children from the Villages
and reunifying them with their extended family. In-line with our fundraising strategy, rather
than securing new sponsorships, we continued to focus on engaging potential regular
supporters to provide sustainable funding across SOS Children’s Villages’ programmes. In
2023, we brought in 4,562 new regular supporters.

We also received £277k in valuable legacy gifts, including funds earmarked for Georgia,

Sudan, Malawi, Vietnam, Lithuania, Latvia and Mozambique, meaning more children and

young people in these locations will have the love and support they need to thrive. Working

in partnership with companies, trusts and foundations, and individuals, we provided training,
entrepreneurship, mentoring and employment opportunities. This enabled over 6,800 young
SHRSOH DFURVYV GL-HUHQW FRXQWULHYV WR JDLQ WKH FRQ®
better prepared for the world of work.

Contributing to SOS Children’s Villages global YouthCan! initiative, we supported young
people in Bulgaria, South Africa, The Philippines and India to gain valuable life and career
skills. We also mentored and assisted young people through the Futuremakers by Standard
Chartered initiative, reaching 2,725 people in twelve months. Contributing to SOS Children’s
Villages ‘Digital Villages’ programme, we helped young people to access and gain crucial IT
skills.




Acknowledging the importance of protecting children and supporting families during

DFXWH FULVHV ZH FRQWULEXWHG WR 626 &KLOGUHQoOV 9LO
ZH SURYLGHG RQJRLQJ VXSSRUW WR 8

6SHFL®FDOO\ LQ
funds and awareness to help some of the many children impacted by renewed war
between Israel and Hamas following the 7 October attacks.

Continue our long-term support for children and young people in Basse, The
Gambia and Chipata, Zambia, together with vulnerable families in the region.
Working with our Gambian and Zambian colleagues, as well as other SOS
Children’s Villages colleagues who support this work, we will identify the
changes and actions needed to continue to ensure the programmes being
delivered are in the best interests of each child, and contribute as part of SOS
Children’s Villages Strategy 2030.

In 2023, we continued to provide substantial support to children, young people, families

and communities in Basse, The Gambia and Chipata, Zambia. In total we provided £631k to

The Gambia and Zambia, directly supporting 1,784 people across both countries.

This was a year of transition and transformation in both locations. We worked closely with
other SOS Children’s Villages’ partners to support our Gambian and Zambian colleagues
to design and deliver programmes with a long-term and sustainable impact. Where
possible, the best place for children is with their families. Working directly with families

and communities, the teams in The Gambia and Zambia focused on reuniting children who
have to-date been cared for directly by SOS Children’s Villages, back with their extended
families and communities, where safe and possible to do so.

By the end of 2023, 57 children and young people in Basse and 53 in Chipata had been
reunited with biological family members such as older siblings, parents or grandparents, or
been found alternative forms of care within the community such as in foster homes. These
processes were carefully managed to ensure that the children, families and communities
were well-prepared and supported before, during and after reintegration. In Basse we

also handed over management of the school to the local authority to ensure a more
sustainable long-term future, consistent with national educational provision.

Operating in the best interests of each child, where we were not able to reintegrate
children with their families, SOS Children’s Villages UK continued to support the provision
of tailored, family-like care for a total of 63 children in The Gambia and Zambia, as well
as providing broader educational and other support to many more. We also focused on
integrating the SOS Children’s Villages homes into communities to provide the children
and their caregivers with greater community support.

In Zambia, we built on work to support and strengthen families. This included improving
access to business start-up capital and farming support; helping children stay in
education; and delivering training to caregivers on childcare, rights and safeguarding.
Assisting 615 people in the area, these activities saw positive results, for example 79% of
those caring for children said their childcare practices had improved since the training and
71% of children who were part of the programme had improved school attendance.

In The Gambia, we continued our Youth Training and Employability Programme in Basse,
enabling 442 young people in 2023 to either begin, complete or graduate from their
studies, gaining the skills they need to succeed in the workplace.

In line with the continued focus and impiovements within the SOS Children’s

Villagas iederation, work to strengthen the safeguarding of children, young

SHRSOH DQG VWD~ ZLWK RXU 626 &KLOGUHQoV 9LOOD
SDUWQHUYV DQG ZLWKLQ RXU 8. RSHUDWLRQV UHYLHZ
processes and practices, and ensuring changes are implemented.

This year we continued to strengthen safeguarding policies and practices across our UK
operations and in the countries where we have programmes. In particular, we worked with our

Gambian, Zambian and Indian colleagues to engage with wider safeguarding improvements

happening at federation level and improve safeguarding culture and processes, as part of

transformations towards safer and more sustainable programming in these three countries.

‘H DOVR HQVXUHG WKDW FRQVLGHUHG VDIHJXDUGLQJ PHDVXUH)
collaboration with multiple local professionals, during the processes of reintegrating children

and young people with their families and communities.

We continue to be a member of the SOS Children’s Villages’ regional safeguarding and integrity
QHWZRUN ZRUNLQJ WR HQVXUH FRQVLVWHQW EHVW SUDFWLFH
wide safeguarding policies and training. We also strengthened our processes and guidance

around donor visits to our programme locations, to better protect the children we care for.

In September 2023, we attended the annual conference of the International Society for the
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN) with colleagues from across the Federation.
The conference was hosted by Childlight, the new global child safety institute based out of
Edinburgh University. Childlight and SOS Children’s Villages UK are excited to have a new
partnership based on our shared aims for improving child protection at a global level, which will
help strengthen safeguarding further going forwards.

Continue to invest in our people, systems, processes and operations,
developing the infrastructure necessary to strengthen our fundraising further,
ZLWK WKH VSHFL®F DLP WR LQFUHDVH RXU XQUHVWUL

income, and making long-term commitments to the SOS Children’s Villages
programmes we support globally and to working in partnership to amplify our
impact.

Throughout 2023, we continued investing in our people, processes and systems and
strengthening our fundraising practices. This is crucial to ensure that we can have greater
impact and ensure more children and young people grow up feeling safe, loved and respected.

'"HVSLWH D GLxFXOW H[WHUQDO HQYLURQPHQW ZH VXVWDLQHG
performed well against our fundraising targets. While we secured less than budgeted legacy

income, we were able to raise more than expected from individual supporters. We continued to

invest in diversifying our income, building new partnerships and donor relationships. To better

reach existing and potential new supporters with information about the work we are doing

and the impact this has, we began a process of refreshing our visual identity, and website, and
FROQWLQXHG HPEHGGLQJ RXU QHZ &XVWRPHU 5HODWLRQVKLS OC

, Q RI RXU WRWDO LQFRPH ZzDV XQUHVWULFWHG VLJQL®F
)OH[LEOH XQUHVWULFWHG LQFRPH WKDW LV QRW VSHFL®FDOO)
to enable us to commit sustainable support to SOS Children’s Villages’ global programmes and
ensure funds are used where they are most needed.
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Keeping families
together

We believe that wherever possible, children are served best by remaining
with their families. Our work to strengthen families and prevent family
breakdown, contributes to the wellbeing of children and communities,
fostering resilience and inspiring healthy, thriving futures for generations to
come.

Keeping families together plays a critical role in protecting children who are at
risk of losing parental care. Some families face multiple stresses that push them
to breaking point, including loss of livelihoods, death or iliness, war and natural
disasters. By directly supporting families who are under extreme pressure, we
help to reduce the likelihood of separation. We empower parents and other
caregivers with the knowledge, tools and resources they need to provide the
best possible care for their children, ensuring that children can continue growing
up in a safe, loving and nurturing environment.

In 2023, SOS Children’s Villages UK reached 51,900 children and young people
WKURXJK VSHFL®F LQLWLDWLYHY DLPHG DW VWUHQJWKH |
in 17 countries. We spent £1.87m on a variety of programmes which assisted
families through education, economic empowerment, parenting skills and
community support initiatives.

This support helped families remain strong, and children to grow up with the love

and support they need to thrive. Through our partnership with M&G plc alone, we

assisted over 44,000 children in 6 countries. In addition, we provided healthcare

DQG KHDOWK HGXFDWLRQ WR SHRSOH LQFOXGLQJ D
education, and sexual and reproductive health awareness.

Helped strengthen Impacted 51,900 children

families in 17 countries and young people through
family strengthening
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Empowering
young mothers

In many of the communities in which we work, women still do not have the same
economic opportunities or power as men. Young women are at a particular
disadvantage, and young mothers even more so. Through our work to keep families

Image: Daniela and her peers, celebrating their success
DIWHU ®QLVKLQJ D FRBERChNWHs VlRges VH
Venezuela

Providing opportunities for young Venezuelan women
through chocolate

WRJIJHWKHU ZH SURYLGH VSHFL®F RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU JLUOYNR G the MBnY ébbhbntic tndiEhgdOit RenttiBi®ididiHen's employability. women of all ages

independence, develop new skills and generate their own income. This helps families
stay together, and ensures children are better supported and able to continue with
their education.

Throughout 2023, we delivered several projects aimed at supporting and empowering
women and young mothers to provide for and create a better future for themselves
and their children.

Supporting teenagers with children in Tanzania

Thanks to funding from The Angela Webster Education Trust, in 2023, we supported
a project in Tanzania aimed at helping teenage mothers. Half of Tanzania’s population
are children and 27% of girls aged 15 to 19 have been pregnant or given birth. These
girls are often left on the margins of society without access to education, training or a
stable future.

Through this project, teenage mothers are gaining the skills and networks they

need to build successful businesses and are being supported to re-enrol in school.
Activities are also helping to change mindsets within communities, of the right of girls
to receive an education.

In 2023, we worked with 63 adolescent mothers, providing a mixture of
apprenticeships, vocational training and assistance back into education. These
young women gained skills, for example in cookery, hairdressing and tailoring, with
several starting small businesses. In addition, we raised awareness among over 860
community members across 18 villages of the importance of girls’ education, through
a series of community meetings. This resulted in 30 adolescent mothers so far being
supported by their communities to resume their school studies.

lack the necessary skills to start businesses and engage in work, and there is little support for
them to do so. This means women can become disempowered which can have harmful knock-on
impacts on their children and families.

Cacao, a seed for the family is an initiative in partnership with organisations and experts

in the cocoa and chocolate industry, which aims to address the increasingly high levels of
unemployment among women in Venezuela. This project provides education, training and
skills to aspiring chocolate entrepreneurs. In 2023, we trained and educated 58 women and
4 teenagers in chocolate production and in the fundamental aspects of managing micro-
enterprises and marketing, giving them the knowledge they need to establish their own
chocolate businesses.

27-year-old Daniela has been a participant in SOS Children’s Villages Family Strengthening
programme in Venezuela since February 2023. She has now started a chocolate business thanks
to training provided as part of this project.

Becoming a mother as a teenager resulted in Daniela having to leave school early. Now a mother
of three, joining the programme represents a valuable opportunity for her and her family. She
lives in her parent’s house with her children and husband. Following her two brothers being killed
by criminal gangs, she also dedicates herself to supporting and providing companionship to her
parents, as their only surviving child.

After completing a chocolate course in October 2023, along with 24 other women, Daniela

put into practice everything she learned to start her home-based business. She now sells her
chocolates in her community alongside her husband, who, seeing her enthusiasm, joined her in
helping to build a successful family business. Consequently, they are earning a higher income,
and so are better able to support their children and Daniela’s aging parents.

13



Strengthening families in India

SOS Children’s Villages UK, SOS Children’s Villages India and Herman Gmeiner
Fonds Deutschland, are working in partnership to deliver a programme aimed at
strengthening families in four locations across India t Begusarai, Bhopal, Faridabad
and Nagapattinam.

This work is helping families and communities struggling with poverty: supporting
families to earn a living; helping children stay in school; ensuring children have healthy
food and healthcare; and investing in community infrastructure to sustainably support
families.

In 2023, we assisted over 1,000 caregivers to generate income and increase their

| do not know where

we would be without

the support from SOS
Children’s Villages, our lives

ZRXOG ORRN YHU\ G
My children will have a

better future and stronger
opportunities.

Preety, India

Self-help groups driving change for families

Preety lives in Nagapattinam, a coastal town in the south of India. With limited education and

work opportunities available to women in rural India, Preety had relied on her husband for
®QDQFLDO VXSSRUW 7ZR \HDUV DJR 3UHHW\oV ZRUOG VKDWWF
OHDYLQJ KHU DQG WKHLU WZR FKLOGUHQ JULHYLQJ DQG ®QDQF

Preety found out about and joined a self-help group

UXQ E\ 626 &KLOGUHQoV 9LOODJHV LQ ,QGLD ®QGLQJ VRODFH
from fellow members: “I like that we get to help each

other in self-help group meetings, we all feel part

VHOIl UHOLDQFH ZLWK D IXUWKHU UHFHLYLQJ ®QDQFLD O dbd ddhriuibitiz \t i/dodltdhiav@ dthdt WenSh. QJ WKHP
WR EHWWHU PDQDJH WKHLU ®QDQFHV ,Q %HJXVDUDL 1DJD S buppdiing €aeh diigG %PEricipaliay iR trathidg
RI DOO SULPDU\ FDUHJLYHUV ZH ZRUN ZLWK DUH QRZ SDUW Rded3ioud;$hé atsbl &Guirdt)\Rble patertid &ifd O O\

designed to support families.

In addition, all school-age children on this programme are now either attending school
or are supported through tuition classes. Across the four locations 4,417 children
received school materials such as stationery, school bags and uniforms.

Through training and awareness sessions we helped those looking after children to
better care for them. In Nagapattinam, 485 caregivers were trained in child health
and nutrition, with the majority of parents we work with in Faridabad and Begusarai
attending parenting skills classes. Additional nutritional support was also given to
nearly 2,000 children, helping to prevent malnutrition.

and childcare insights. A turning point came when

SUHHW\ YHQWXUHG LQWR FRZ UHDULQJ ®QDQFLDOO\ VXSSRUW
by SOS Children’s Villages. Preety then began a

journey of development and is currently undertaking

SOS Children’s Villages’ tailoring training. She now

has enough income to manage household and school

expenses and pave the way for her children’s success:

“My girl shared that she wants to become a teacher,

P\ ER\ ZDQWV WR EHFRPH D SROLFH R+tFHU , EHOLHYH LQ

their dreams and | am going to help them get there...|

am so happy, my mind is peaceful now.”



~  CARING FOR
CHILDREN

The loss of parental care, whether due to unforeseen circumstances,
abuse, or neglect, is a devastating experience for any child. In these
challenging situations, it is crucial to ensure that children feel loved,
cared for and protected so that they can grow and thrive, and this is
where SOS Children’s Villages comes in.

SOS Children’s Village communities around the world provide high-quality,
alternative care for children who have lost the support and security of their
families. This ensures that children and young people can grow up with the
healthy relationships they need to become their strongest selves.

Thanks to our 6,722 sponsors, in 2023, SOS Children’s Villages UK
ensured the provision of quality care and support for 4,194 children and

\RXQJ SHRSOH DFURVYV GL-HUHQW FRXQWULHV DQG WHUULWRULHY 7KHVH
children were loved and cared for in family-like environments within

GL-HUHQW 626 &KLOGUHQoV 9LOODJH FRPPXQLWLHYV

Cared for children Supported the provision
across 111 countries of quality alternative
care for 4,194 children
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Providing quality
alternative care

Banner image: Haneen talking at a youth council event,
Palestine. © Alea Horst

At SOS Children’s Villages, we always work in the best interests of each individual Haneen’s Story

child. Usually, it is preferrable for a child or young person to remain with their

sty G @I [WotsEtEln B SI6 AblDelge kel Ml [ 1100 LIS [pslele. Haneen is 19 years old and lives in Hebron in the West Bank. She grew up in SOS Children’s
In such cases SOS Children’s Villages directly cares for the children within one of Villaggl Bethlehem until she and her twin sister could be reunited with their biological family.
RXU IDPLOLHV RU ®QGV DOWHUQDWLYH IRUPV RI FDUH VXFK DV gt Wdh diRsYoler Havidede 16 krfilafen'é fighté. Haneen speaks out on youth issues as a

ensures children grow up in loving, safe and nurturing environments. member of the Palestinian Children’s Council, and she also spoke on a panel hosted by the

_ _ _ __ United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child in Geneva, Switzerland.
In 2023, SOS Children’s Villages UK supported children and communities across four

continents, in places as diverse as Azerbaijan, Colombia, Ethiopia and Jordan. We Haneen’s interest in human rights, especially children’s rights, started early. She was always
provided love and support to children of all ages, helping them to develop the healthy H[FLWHG DERXW WKH GL-HUHQW DFWLYLWLHY DQG SURMHFW
relationships and connections they need to thrive, and grow into resilient and self- Villages and participated in everything possible. Speaking of her time at the SOS Children’s
VX:tFLHQW DGXOWV 7KHVH VWRULHV DUH H[DPSOHV RI WKH FDUj %I%%Ey&%fm%&rﬁpo}tgﬂf%r%@Fo"lﬁvehlvi%'ﬁlgésiblings in the same house, to
by SOS Children’s Villages. have them as a source of support, to be connected with them. When | grow up | would

love to be a child rights defender. Just as the Village protected me, | want to protect
Fred’s story other children.”
Fred was just three years old when he and his sister came to live with Mama Harriet, Penda’s Story
their SOS Children’s Villages caregiver. Fred’s parents both died after long illnesses.
Now he is older, Fred lives in a youth house in SOS Children’s Village Gulu in Uganda. )DWRX 1GLD\H D \RXQJ VLQJOH PRWKHU IURP 6HQHJDO KDG
But his bond with Mama Harriet remains strong. “Mum loves me so much and | know EDE\ 3HQGD ZDV ZHDN DQG VX-HULQJ IURP D VHYHUH YLWD!|
it.” says Fred. He also attributes his hard work and success in education to Mama Fatou had no money and didn’t know how to take care of her baby, so she reached out to
Harriet. Her kind words of encouragement help him to succeed in his studies. "My goal SOS Children’s Villages for help. Penda was placed with a short-term nursery where she
in life is to become a pharmacist. I've always wanted to make people feel better received the necessary medical care. Fatou moved to Dakar and worked as a housekeeper,
when they're sick.” explains Fred. Nothing seems to challenge his motivation. Even earning barely enough to support herself yet alone Penda. As Fatou’s extended family were
when he’s sometimes discouraged, Fred knows he’ll make it, as his SOS Children’s also unable to care for Penda, Penda was moved to a family home in SOS Children’s Village
Villages caregiver, Mama Hatrriet, believes in him. JRXJD +HU FDUHJLYHU HQJXOIHG KHU ZLWK D-HFWLRQ DQG \

Fatou meanwhile, is working on her dream of being able to live with and provide for her

daughter, and she visits her when she can. The SOS Children’s Villages team are supporting
JDWRX WR LPSURYH KHU ®QDQFLDO VLWXDWLRQ DQG SURYLG
herself and her child. p, FDQoW ZDLW WR VWDUW UDLVLQJ 3HQGD WR
DUH UHOHDUQLQJ WR NQRZ HDFK RWKHU DQG WR IRUJH WLH\

The examples provided here are recent stories of children supported through SOS Children’s Villages
sponsorships, but due to the need to protect privacy, are not necessarily children supported directly by UK
supporters.

Left image : Fred and his mother, Harriet laughting in their garden, Uganda. © SOS Children’s Villages

Uganda
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Throughout 2023 in Basse, The Gambia and Chipata in Zambia, we focused on
providing extra support to families and communities, and where possible moving
children out of the SOS Children’s Villages and reintegrating them back into their
communities. This means, as well as working to reunify more children with their
biological parents, we sought alternative forms of care, such as kinship care, foster
care or adoption, within the original communities of the children.

Kinship care is where a member of the child’s extended family, such as an older sibling
or grandparent, takes care of the child, and is an accepted practice in many places
around the world. As a colleague from SOS Children’s Villages Zambia told us:

Kinship care is a common practice that can be built on, supported, and
strengthened to prevent child separation from their families.

The process of reintegration is managed carefully. We collaborate with relevant
authorities and involve social workers, educators and other childcare specialists. It
includes preparing children and young people, their families and the wider community
prior to reuniting the children and supporting them afterwards with ongoing contact
and follow-up visits by social workers.

Children who can't be reintegrated with family members continue living happily in
their SOS Children’s Villages families, but increasingly we are now looking to integrate
these families into communities.

| learnt SOS Children’s
Villages was reintegrating

children back to their

families and communities

of origin, and | saw a
FKDQFH WR ®QDOO\
Loveness live with us.

Ms. Loveness, Zambia

Adopting baby Loveness

While doing her rounds in the hospital, Ms. Loveness Chongo heard the desperate cries of a
newborn baby and learnt the sad story of a baby girl abandoned by her mother.

p, IHOO LQ ORYH ZLWK KHU IURP WKDW GD\ PHGLFDO VWD- JDY
attached | was, and that’s been her name since.” Loveness said.

“When the day for her discharge from hospital came, | was devastated, but | knew that the
right channels needed to be followed. Baby Loveness was handed over to the Government.
Later on, | learnt she was staying in SOS Children’s Villages,” she added.

Baby Loveness was brought to SOS Children’s Villages Chipata, Zambia, at just 12 days old.

Years passed, and baby Loveness grew into a spirited and curious young girl. Meanwhile, Ms.
Loveness continued to visit her namesake whenever she could. After much contemplation,

Ms Loveness made the life-changing decision to adopt Loveness and become her mother.
Loveness, now seven years old, has blended in well with her new family, where she’s found a new
home and loving parents.

Banner image: A woman and child walking down a street, Zambia.© Paal Audestad




YOUTH
EMPLOYABILITY
AND EDUCATION

Tackling global youth unemployment is crucial for sustainable development,
and breaking cycles of poverty. SOS Children’s Villages ensures young
people in vulnerable situations have access to employability training, skills
development and mentoring so they can have a bright and secure future.

With an estimated 23.5% of young people globally not in employment, training or

education, it is particularly important to support those without, or who are at risk of

losing, parental care. Young people without strong parental support are more likely

to lack the essential guidance, life-skills and resources required to be self-reliant

and create a successful future for themselves. Through providing employment and

entrepreneurship opportunities, training and education, we help young people in

YXOQHUDEOH VLWXDWLRQV WR HVFDSH SRYHUW\ DQG JDLQ WKH VNLOOV DQG FRQ®GHQFH WKH\
need to enter the world of work.

In 2023, SOS Children’s Villages UK reached over 6,800 young people, through
IXQGLQJ \RXWK HPSOR\DELOLW\ WUDLQLQJ DQG PHQWRULQJ DFWLYLWLHV LQ GL-HUHQW
countries.

We contributed to two global initiatives focused on youth employability, SOS
Children’s Villages’ international YouthCan! partnership and Futuremakers by
Standard Chartered programmes through which we reached 2,725 people. We also
continued to deliver our Youth Training and Employability Programme in Basse, The
Gambia (YTEP). As part of YTEP, this year 131 students from cohort two graduated;
VWXGHQWY IURP FRKRUW WKUHH ®QLVKHG WKHLU VWXGLHY DQG VWDUWHG LQWHUQVKLSYV DQG
173 students enrolled onto cohort four in the Autumn and began their studies.

As part of SOS Children’s Villages ‘Digital Villages’ initiative we provided IT skills and
access to young people, including in Bo, Sierra Leone.

Delivered youth Contributed to
employability, skills two global youth
and training in employability

17 countries initiatives




Building brighter futures with
Standard Chartered

In 2023, SOS Children’s Villages UK strengthened its partnership with the Standard

Chartered Foundation to support the employability of young people in Botswana,

Cote d’lvoire, Jordan, Mauritius, South Africa, Sri Lanka and The Philippines.

7KLY SURJUDPPH SURPRWHY ®QDQFLDO LQGHSHQGHQFH DQG VH
young people, and helps prepare them for the world of work through employment

training, skills and mentoring. The programme is part of Futuremakers by Standard

Chartered, a global initiative to tackle inequality by promoting economic inclusion

for disadvantaged young people in markets where the bank operates.

As a result of participation in this programme, over a 12-month period we helped 2,241
young people to demonstrate an increase in employment-related knowledge, and 1,743
young people to improve their employment-related skills.

In particular, we supported young people without, or at risk of losing, parental care
and focused on including a broad spectrum of participants. For example, this year
around 52% of participants were young women and over 100 were young people with
disabilities.

With support from Standard Chartered employee volunteers, young people were further

DVVLVWHG WKURXJK LQLWLDWLYHVY VXFK DV PHQWRUVo GHQV &9 VXSSRUW ®QDQFLDO OLWHUDF\ WUDLQLQJ
and advice on new business proposals. In Sri Lanka young people were invited to tour

WKH %DQNoV RtFHV ZKHUH WKH\ KDG WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR PHHW WKH HPSOR\HHV IURP VHYHUDO
GL-HUHQW GHSDUWPHQWV ZKLFK KHOSHG WKHP JDLQ FRQ®GHQFH VNLOOV DQG LQVLJKWYVY LQWR WKH
professional working world.

Thanks to this partnership, SOS Children’s Villages was able to scale up the
establishment and growth of the YouthLinks Community. This innovative online platform
connects young people globally and links them with companies, with a view to increasing
their employability and future life chances.

Starting out as a young entrepreneur

Kaone is a 25-year-old who grew up in SOS Children’s Village Francistown, Botswana.
Her experience on a Futuremakers project helped her set out on a path towards
entrepreneurship.

p$IWHU JUDGXDWLQJ IURP XQLYHUVLW\ LQ , ZDV RSWLPLVWLF DERXW ®QGLQJ D MRE
However, | have been applying for many years without job opportunities coming up.”

Kaone enrolled on the Collective Communities project, which supports young people
with the knowledge and skills to enter decent work or start their own business.
Entrepreneurship skills are incredibly useful for young people in Botswana, as small
businesses are an important career path.

“After | completed the training, | began pitching my idea to potential funders and
LQGXVWU\ HI[SHUWV |, ®QDOO\ JRW DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR SLWFK P\ LGHD WR WKH GLUHFWRU RI D
local college for mentorship and coaching.”




Preparing young people for the
world of work through YouthCan!

Thank you to SOS
Children’s Villages
and our partners
for believing In

me and for giving
me such a great
opportunity in life

Lethabo, South Africa

Banner image: Young people preparing together for the YouthCan!
Conference, Austria. © Magdalena Sikorska

SOS Children’s Villages UK continued our contribution to the dynamic global SOS Children’s

Villages’ partnership YouthCan!. This initiative helps young people achieve self-reliance and a
VWDEOH LQFRPH WKURXJK GHYHORSLQJ VNLOOV DQG H[SHULHC
creating support networks; and accessing opportunities.

In 2023, YouthCan! around the world supported 17,800 young people assisted by over 1,700

corporate volunteers. Globally, after participation in the programme, 83% of young people feel

WKH\ KDYH WKH QHFHVVDU\ VNLOOV WR VXFFHHG LQ OLIH DQG
WKHLU DELOLW\ WR ®QG HPSOR\PHQW

SOS Children’s Villages UK contributed to the success of YouthCan! in 2023 through key
partnerships, providing funding of £74.6k towards projects in four countries.

In India, Bulgaria and The Philippines, we developed the employability skills of young people
through corporate partner employees providing their time to share knowledge and experience,
including through events such as CV surgeries, career guidance workshops and interview
technique sessions.

In South Africa we prepared young people for the world of work and supported them to become
resilient and independent adults through employability skills, direct work experience and mental
health training. We provided mental health and psychosocial support to 201 young people
across nine locations in South Africa.

Lethabo from South Africa completed a forklift driving course as part of YouthCan! He secured
HPSOR\PHQW ZLWK D W\UH FRPSDQ\ DQG QRZ RSHUDWHYV WKH I}

“Finding employment is very hard and | am grateful. | feel blessed.”




PROTECTING
CHILDREN IN
EMERGENCIES

20H LQ ®YH FKLOGUHQ DUH °"HHLQJ RU OLYLQJ LQ FRQ"°LI
DUH IHHOLQJ WKH H-HFWV RI QDWXUDO GLVDVWHUV GUI
experiencing crises, children are often the hardest hit. Protecting these

young lives in emergency situations, looking after both their immediate

survival needs and longer-term mental health and wellbeing, is vital to enable

them to thrive in the future.

Around the world, war, natural disasters, the climate emergency and multiple

overlapping crises have resulted in approximately 300 million people requiring

humanitarian aid. In 2023, SOS Children’s Villages responded to 32 crises in 38
GL-HUHQW FRXQWULHY DQG WHUULWRULHY DURXQG WK
ZDU LQ 6XGDQ WKH HDUWKTXDNH LQ ORURFFR DQG FRQ°®

With a global presence in over 130 countries, we are uniquely positioned to take

WLPHO\ DQG H-HFWLYH DFWLRQ KHOSLQJ FRPPXQLWLH
FKLOGUHQ t HVSHFLDOO\ WKRVH ZLWKRXW SDUHQWDO FL
VXSSRUWLQJ ORQJ WHUP UHFRYHU\ H-RUWYV

In 2023, globally SOS Children’s Villages reached 1,385,800 people through
humanitarian action and emergency response, including 774,800 children. SOS
Children’s Villages UK contributed to this, supporting global crisis programmes in
Ukraine, Pakistan and the Middle East.

We also began a partnership with SOS Children’s Villages Haiti and Italy to

provide accessible mental health support to young adults and those taking care

of them. This project is supported by Elrha’s Humanitarian Innovation Fund (HIF),

ZKLFK DLPV WR LPSURYH RXWFRPHV IRU SHRSOH D-HFW
E\ LGHQWLI\LQJ QXUWXULQJ DQG VKDULQJ PRUH H-HF
Elrha’s HIF is funded by the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development

2xFH )&'2




Global humanitarian response

Banner image: A woman walks down the street with her child after the Morocco earthquake.
© Mosa’ab Elshamy

Map key . Countries/territories where SOS Children’s Villages UK directly supported humanitarian
responses.

Other countries/territories with an active SOS Children’s Villages humanitarian
response in 2023.

Our work in emergencies is centred around providing emergency aid such as food,
but also crucially around preventing family separation, reunifying families, and caring

+HOSLQJ FKLOGUHQ DQG IDPLOLHYV D-HFW!

In 2023, the war in Ukraine continued to impact the lives of millions of Ukrainians, causing injury,
death and damage to infrastructure, but also preventing children from attending school and
traumatising a generation.

SOS Children’s Villages in Ukraine supported families and children, including those displaced

E\ WKH ®JKWLQJ SURYLGLQJ HVVHQWLDO IRRG DQG QRQ IRRG L
families; creating child-friendly ‘safe’ spaces; and delivering mental health and psychosocial

support to help children cope with trauma and stress caused by the war. In total they reached

246,251 people across 15 regions of Ukraine.

The war in The Gaza Strip, the West Bank and Israel had a devasting impact on millions of people
during the last two months of 2023 and into 2024. Tens of thousands of people have been killed
in Gaza and almost the entire population displaced and without food, shelter or water.

$V ZLWK DOO YLROHQW FRQ°LFWV 626 &KLOGUHQoOV 9LOODJHYV
civilians. SOS Children’s Villages Palestine and SOS Children’s Villages Israel have been caring

IRU FKLOGUHQ IRU WKH SDVW ®YH GHFDGHV $V WKLV FULVLV H
what they can to protect children, support families and deliver emergency aid, and provide

trauma counselling to those in their care.

In the UK, as well as raising funds to contribute to SOS Children’s Villages’ humanitarian

IRU XQDFFRPSDQLHG DQG VHSDUDWHG FKLOGUHQ t WKRVH P R¥sponBeMve)dinéi oteXstin-ftdndigreddure ks UKLnhinsters and publicly calling for greater

and in their aftermath. Recognising the long-lasting impact of trauma on children,
we pay special attention to mental health and psychosocial support, delivering

SURWHFWLRQ RI FLYLOLDQV UHVSHFW IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO K>
humanitarian aid to reach those who need it.

FRXQVHOOLQJ DQG VSHFL®F WUDXPD VXSSRUW DFWLYLWLHV WR KHOS FKLOGUHQ DQG \RXQJ SHRSOH

cope with the immediate situation and heal in the future.

In 2023, SOS Children’s Villages UK spent £90k on humanitarian responses,

FROWULEXWLQJ WR FROOHFWLYH 626 &KLOGUHQoV 9LOODJHVY H-RUWV 'H FRQWLQXHG WR VXSSRUW

children and families impacted by the war in Ukraine, as we marked over a year of this

GHDGO\ FRQ°LFW :H DOVR FRQWULEXWHG WR DLG H-RUWV LQ UHVSRQVH WR WKH VHYHUH °RRGLQJ

in Pakistan. As renewed war broke out between Israel and Gaza towards the end of

WKH \HDU ZH UHVSRQGHG E\ UDLVLQJ IXQGVY DQG MRLQLQJ JOREDO FDOOV IRU D FHDVH®UH

Money raised through our Emergencies Fund in 2023 will continue to be distributed
to crisis situations where it is most needed throughout 2024.




6LQFH WKH FRQ°LFW VWDUWHG QHDUO\ WZR WKLUGV RI 8NUDisQH @V VWL O GUItQ VP KHD EH KKQ JIIR BIFSIBFWDWLRQV , WKRXJKW PD

to leave their homes. An estimated 1.5 million children are at risk of post-traumatic Instead, all employees of this programme in Kyiv became like our family. And my children
stress and other mental health conditions. feel that strongly.”

Nadiya from Mariupol has three children: seven-year-old Anna, 12-year-old Mykola, “Anna shut within herself and was very jumpy and nervous. Since we started coming to SOS
and 29-year-old lhor. The family had a normal life before the war started. When Children’s Villages, she’s more relaxed and she’s talking more openly. Mykola and | began
ODULXSRO ZDV LQYDGHG E\ 5XVVLDQ IRUFHV WKH\ ZHUH |R U FddigWhR psydhblodisRibgbihbr\AKdR &8 iHhG we've been through, he now sees himself
by Russian troops and heavy shelling, including a bomb that destroyed the home as the man of the family and the one responsible to help me. He’s scared and traumatised
they were in, they managed to escape with just the clothes on their back and their too, but doesn’t want to show it.

documents in a bag. Nadiya explains:
“My children have individual and group classes in the programmes at SOS Children’s

‘As we walked, we saw killed people, burned vehicles. It was horrible! So many Villages. They feel very comfortable and relaxed here.

dead people in cars. | put my hands on my children’s eyes, so they wouldn't see all

this. Unfortunately, | couldn’t hide everything. “I often call Larysa or the other employees of SOS Children’s Villages. They make me feel
that we’re not on our own, that we have friends. | feel supported as a parent, | have someone

“I cried so much when we reached Zaporizhzhia. | cry each time | remember. When to consult, to give me advice. That's very important to me.”

we got out of the occupied territory, and met our soldiers, | cried, | wanted to hug

them.

“We settled here but knew no one. Then | stumbled on a group for internally

displaced people. And that’s how | learned about SOS Children’s Villages and how Image above: $ GUDZLQJ E\ D FKLOG LOOXVWUDWLQJ WKHL® $JSEhildeed'§ F H
I met my family advisor, Larysa. Villages Ukraine

*HHLQ




THANK YOU — FINANCES
TO OUR SUPPORTER:

2022 2023
- @ Child and village sponsorships

Ali Family The Ahmed Family Corporate partnerships
EUNIED The Angela Webster Education Trusts and foundations

. .. Individuals and community groups
Christopher Keljik OBE Trust Lenaci

egacies

DeMellier The Beatrice Laing Trust Gift A
FactSet The Harrison-Frank Family l @ Institutional donors
From Babies with Love Foundation @ Other income

Lines & Current Elrha’s Humanitarian Innovation
M&G plc Fund

Mercury Phoenix Trust

Michael Hewitt in memory of

Professor Lis Mosekilde

Pryke Family

PDFoundation 2023 2022
Pinsent Masons Keeping families together @ -
SOS Pakistan Supporters’ Group Caring for chiicren @ -

UK Youth employability and education
Protecting children in emergencies [ ] -

Fundraising, governance and support costs

Standard Chartered Foundation
Subsea’
tcc Foundation

We'd like to say a huge ‘Thank You’ to all our supporters and partners, including those
who wish to remain anonymous, for their continued generosity and commitment to our
programmes.

The kindness, dedication and loyalty shown by supporters throughout 2023, another

GL£tFXOW \HDU IRU PDQ\ ZDV WUXO\ LQVSLULQJ DQG ZH DUH How we spentyour money

KHOS XV WR PDNH D GL-HUHQFH DQG HQVXUH WKDW FKLOGUH

relationships they need to become their strongest selves and thrive in the future. @ 76p: Activiies to support children,
families and young people.

We also wish to show our appreciation for all those who raised awareness of our

work and who fundraised by taking part in challenges, quizzes and other activities. In @ 24p: Raising funds and support costs

particular, we want to acknowledge the supporters who kindly gave and fundraised In

Memoriam of a loved one or who left a gift in their Will for the work of SOS Children’s

Villages UK. Their legacy continues to make a lasting impact on the lives of children, their

families and communities all over the world.

Thank you all for your kind support.
Support and governance costs of £1,101,514 have been apportioned across charitable activities and raising funds.




No child should grow up alone

Telephone: 01223 365589 soschildrensvillagesuk

Email: hello@sosuk.org @soschildrenuk

Address: Ravenscroft House, 59-61
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