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Mother and child from the SOS Children’s Village in Sucre, Bolivia



http://www.soschildrensvillages.org.uk/sponsor-a-child/americas-child-sponsorship/bolivia.htm

A family for life

Many people ask us where our children come
from and how they are selected. Sadly, the
increasing number of families in dire poverty
means that frequently children are brought to
us, especially by single parents or relatives
who may be ill and lack any resources to bring
up a child. For the good of the child, and when
there is no alternative, the parent is prepared
to relinquish their child into our care.

Before we introduced our Family
Strengthening Programmes, we focused

on giving these children a home, when the
local social services could not accommodate
them. Now we recognise that a more effective
approach long term is to help the parent to
look after the child themselves. We do this by

giving key support like food parcels, school
fees, day care, training and microloans. This
has the double benefit of keeping the natural
family together, and strengthening the wider
community.

This is the vision for our future work. We will
continue to provide a Village home for those
children with no one, and help prevent the
breakup of families and child abandonment,
enabling more children to grow up in a loving
home, as they deserve.
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Chief Executive Officer
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Where we work

@ SOS Children ;Norks in 124 countries
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What we provide

500 Children’s
Villages

Clusters of 10 to 20
family houses give
78,000 children a
family home

5,200 mothers

SOS mothers are
carefully chosen
and specially
trained to care for
traumatised children

400 Youth Homes

More than 12,000
SOS teenagers share
independent Youth
Homes
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416 Schools and
Nurseries

SOS Schools and
Nurseries provide over
100,000 children with a
quality education

61 Vocational
Training Centres
New skills and practical
training are provided

to more than 15,000
individuals

65 Medical Centres

SOS Medical Centres
provide nearly 500,000
treatments every year
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J Qutreach work with
local communities
strengthens families
and benefits 450,000
children and adults

Emergency Relief
Programmes
Immediate disaster relief
and long-term support

is provided in crisis
situations
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This page: Children from the
SOS Children’s Village in
Visakhapatnam, India.

Front cover: An SOS family from
the SOS Children’s Village in
Arusha, Tanzania.
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